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The Preface. 


d Hi little Treatiſe was Printed 


GEN (fe 71 1644. 7n form of a Letter : 
RES? but upon peruſal , finding it as 
Wo) Gs well calculated for 1663; I 
GUESS ve preſun's to ſend into the 


World once again, and ſuch as I found it , 
to 4 ſyable, ſaving only the change of the 
Title; and the Addition of this Preface, 

It came to my band with the Authority of 
avery Fudicious, and Honourable Perſon ; 
Wboſe Name ſhould now warrant it to the 
Publique,but that it carries it's own Juſtifica- 
lonwithin it ſelf. 

'The Subje& it treats of , is, The Holy 
Diſcipline of the Kirk, and it # bancled with 
that Order, Clearnels, and Modeſty, which 

Az does: 


The «gg 
does buidantly witneſs the Ambourdf its 
bave been a great Maſter both of bis Pen, | 
and Paſſions. It exhibits , in fine, The 
PLATFORM of PRESBYTE 
RY: 3Jo pertinenthy, and ſuccindly conch, 


that in an Hours time a man may give bim- | 
ſelf a full P roſpet? and Alecomiph of the whole $ 
IVE yſrery. E 
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Eſterday you deſired meto give you ſome proofs, by which 
” itmay appear how inconſiſtent Presbyterial Government is 
with Monarchie. You were pleaſed to tell me that ſome 
dand worthy mendo delire to be ſatisfied in this point. | 
It ſcemeth,theſe men do not think chat Presbyterial Government is 
deſtruRtive of che true neceſſary and perpetual Government of the 
Church, which is Epiſcopacie : inſtituted by. Chriſt, propagated by 
his Apoltles, - and continued by uninterrupted PraRice. above 1500 
yarsis che Church, and: this day retained inthe greateſt part of 
the Chriftian world, We deceive our ſelves, to promiſe or expeCt 
to King or Kingdome, Prince, or Subje&, Peace and ſafety, or de- 
liverance from our troubles and diftreſſes, .ifwe ſubordinate Funda- 
mentals in Religion, neceſſary cruths of faith, worſhip and Govern- 
ment, to our publique or private civill good. Noram 1 able to ex- 
preſſe how high an Impietie it is, at this time when God's hand 1s out 
againſt us juſtly for our ſinnes, tobe ſo diſpoſed and fixed upon a 
| relolurion, that to redeem external Peace, wewill embrace any Go- 
yernment of the Church, provided it be conſiſtent with Monarchy - 
and will not ſcruple, not only to ſhake off the true and neceſlary 
* government inſtituted by our Lord; but,by Law, endeavour by bfgh- 
eſt authoriry co condemn it as Antichrittian. Ifthis be not to frame 
miſchief by a Law , I know not what is. If chis provoke not more 
wrath, more vengeance, make not the Land ſpew us all out, I am in- 
finitely deceived. We may promiſe to our ſelyes that by ſuch a courſe 
ve may ſay like co the man inthe Goſpel, Sowl, take thy reſt for ma- 
 4ates, but,it feareth mezthe ſucceſſe and event ſhall be much like 
tohis caſe. Sir, I pray you conlider what Peace hath King or King- 
Gone enjoyed here or in /re/and, ſince Epiſcopacy in Scotland by Law 
wasdamned,aud the Presbyterian Anarchie(the Seminarieof all feude 
Fittion and Rebellion as will appear by what enſueth) by Law and 
upremeauthority eſtabliſhed. | 
I cannor diflemble, but toa man of yotir worth and Integrity I muſt 
unfold my ſelf: I admire to ſee too roo many amonsſt us here (where 
ispreat plenty of able Gentlemen of excellent learning, worth, wit, 
andall other perfe&ions and endowments, as in any Nation beſides ) 
to be ſo prepared that: they are too too inclinable , if not aftually 
B reſolved 


, Ofthe 
effion, bow. 
nd of whom 
conſtituted, 


þ 
«be MiniRer js 
If oderator, 


- . Ifthere be but one Miniſter inthe Pariſh, he is conftant AM. 


(.3) 


reſolved, to ndmitand authorize in this Kingdofa and Church wg, 


a 


they know not : and to forſake that happy Native proper” g6yet 
ment of the Church, the ſweer fruits of which they Five reaped f 
many years to the admiration, if nct envy, of other Kingdotns, States 
and Churches. This is,Sam:ritan-[k-,to worſhipthat we thrown. Or 
Athenian-like, to conſecrare in Altar and'to ſacrifice to 1 win, 
God. Bo =: Eo pa 
- Your worth-and nbble favours obtige'the 'fo-much to you, tha; 
cannot chiiſe biit obey your:commithd. 'And, for your ſatisfaticn, | 
preſent you, with a ſhort'view (as'in he )'of Presbyteritil Ge. 
vernment; giveyoua littlerouch'of their Maxitns\, and ſairdblePÞy. 
ices, and that with 'as much truth and hoheſtyas'your $OoOdhelley 
pets fromme. By which'itwill be morethenappareht, that 'Pregy. 
terie, as it isat this day ſomewhere within His Majeſties Dotmibion, 
is nor only inconſiſtent buralſo deſtrvittive of Afondrchie;. And wheth 
1t obtainerh,ic diſturberh the quiet and peace publique and private 
Kingand Kingdome, This 1s that you delire, and,. to fatisfie you, th 
this.I confine ry ſelf. © | 
_ This Presbyterial goyernmentwithin it's verge hath four Judic: 


- 


_ rories. 1. 4 Parochial Seſſion. 2. A Presbyterial Confiſtorie. 3, 4 


Provincial Synod. 4. A General Aſſembly. The Parochial Seſſics ma- 
veth inthe loweſt ſpliere. The General Afembly ts the Primyn 
mobile, the bigheſt Orbe,which carrieth all with it's morion, although 
rhe relt.havecheir proper and ſpecifick motions. The other two 


are in the middle, and ihterjeted Orbs. I ſhall begin at the lowelt 


Tudicatorie, and ſo ſhall orderly aſcend to the Supreams. 


OY 4» © Of the Parichial Seſſion. | 
TD Very Pariſh-hath one or more Minitters. It more, all of chemate 
equal in all torour and juriſdi&tion;only the Senior harhthe pre- 
cedencie, To the Miniſter, or Minifters of each Pariſh, to maketh. 
a Scion, in which is fixed the Parochial Juriſdiion, a comperett 
nvmber of Lay-Elders, (whom they call , PresLyteri no0n-docentes) ani 
Beacons, proportionable to rhe precin&t and extent of the Pariſh, 
are conjoyned : which afloc.ate Body thus compaRed, tis tae Spi- 
ritual- Parochial-Sanhecrim. | 
\. This Seſſion fits once a week, Or oftner, prore nata : In which, 4 
Parochiall Caſes, which concern externall irder and ccnſure, are deter- 
mined andordered, 


; 


It 


 - The thingewithin che compale of Seſ799-joriſdiftion, arg, things P2908. 


[tthere be more, they moderate by turns, eicher. weekly, or 
monthly as they agree. = GO el, id 
- Whatſoever thing is ordered, determined, or decreed, is done by He bath no | 
the joynt-conſents of the Miniſter, Lay-Elders, and Deacons, or by Negnive f 
 theplurality of yoyces. The Miniſter, who is the Moderator, tiath no Yoyer, 
ſting, no Negative Foyee. Sn ceer | 
The power of all Juriſdiftion, is radically, and equally in all ; for The Juriſai- | 
binding, for looling, for all cenſures Eccleſiaſtical, br orders which &i9a ſpiritual 
concern externalorderand worſhip. So the Power of the Keys fo as i radically in I 
mich inthe Lay-Elders, and Deacons, as in the Miniſter or Mini. * der 
ſers, What facrilegious intruſion uponſacred Orders this is, I need 
ot inform one. of your underſtanding. OA te 
To make this frame good, chey maintain that Jure divinothere b 


| re be x. 00 
four orders, of Eccleſiaſtical offices, (allow meto ſpeak inthis Mor ple ag 


7 
bt 


in 


my have vocens deliberativars &: deciſioam in relus Fidei, Culths,Politis 
and in foro exterior, Eccleſia , in cenſyris Ecclefraſticis are as much in- 


Tels worth your notice-taking, that their Lay-Elders 1 
. 7 ; y Crs and Deg- yH hey it 

ein are yearly olefted, Here is truly yerified of them, chat , Zh. ae fra che! 
' ,__ next year pro=|{f 
an +. 148 

SR rey op, CUNSS Fhe compereny | 

FOIAL, EN ofthe Pariſh Church arid: peculiar cates ores 

&rvice, the cenſure of lefler Scandalls (In uſt ſpeak herpes Seve | q 
RICA 101ng, Pratanationgof the Sabbach 
(they mean the Zordsdov) $6. Capiral Scandalous crimes, >, pg 
Aisof Higheſt ſtrain, arereſervedas caſes of peculiar juriſdjttion 


hr the Preshytery 3 as allo lefſer offences when they.are Aikodad with 


inaty 


*; % A 


S 
. . + .; rommunication. If 1 miſtake not, they know nor much, at leaſt uſe 
- not much,the Leſſer Excommunication. In the caſes above-tnentiored 
- the Cognition, Examination, and Judgment of rhe caule is proper to 
the Presbytery ; the Miniſter with his Parochial Conclave, are only the - 
-Execationers. If any, parochial difficult caſe occurre, which this P4- 
+41.  rochinl Sanhedrim. cannot dererming,: the uſe; is ro confult with the, 
bt +>.  Proghyterho - + a Ee Hog i ge 
bey enjoyn , VWhenthe Seſſion cenſurerh any Delinquent, or Scandalous perſon, 
yill puniſh- they order his publiqueand Solemne repentance (it by ſome ſuperi- 
nsand our jidicatorie it be nor determined) as they think fir,by plurality of 


nn voyces ;- after.performance of which order, the penitenc is receive 


& os Rd 


-£:1.* .- /ineo the communionof the Church; -.. Bir before the” delinquent be 


righaland Proper power, ,co bajiſh them;out, of the bounds and limits 
ofthe Pariſh,” of Presbytery, as they lift roorder ir, Isnot this by 
reſtas ntrinſque gladii ? And would hot a good Learned Faritt ſay, that 
this is not only intrulion.upon meerly civill Power , bur npon the very 


Royal Rights theinſelyes ? The Tmperial Law,, if I be not. miſtaken, 


+1: £4 = F3 bb, > CR \ 5 "2; $y*- ] 47s F: "av 396-85 3 wrt Po & 164-7 Dy of TER TS: 
makerh baniſh»ent ſo peculiar ro the Soveraign Authority, charwith- 


- 3 MT TIE Dos TON -DI fliDOs i cies NCHS SIS T IN 
out jr's. power and conſent; ircanhot be inflifted upon any civi,aty 


ſhavingtheir'Beards; &c;. and iris mire then ordinaty ,, by theit 0- 


_ __CC_T_,T_] TT Er. ua. oa 
a... Their ordinary praftice more in this, is ; that when a pecuniary 
or baptiſe:.y mul inflicted, if the delinquent pay not the definedand derermi 
webild,if «1+ ried famine, or ar leaſt give ſecurity f&r the paymiene of ir, although 
deraſrhe p3--he fhonld teſtify all. the contricion'is requiſite,” by hutnble confeſſion, 
encs aye Ber” rd offer moſtwiltingly-c0 do All. perinance, to give alf ſatisfaction, be 
© ſatisfied Will not be admitredts fatisfie publikely,: nay he is proceeded 7 
ihe Church, gainſt for Contumacie, and they will chreaten Excomfaunicarion. .. 
4 ? "Not is charts be paſſed by, titat, if a Child be born Hi plcdin, 
and Ether of the Parents Rath hdiarisfied che Chute; alley wi m_ 


of 


2 


O!inacy, and what is cenſurable or piniſhable by the greater Z4- 
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| (5) i 
refoſe to Baptize the poor Infant, till the Church get ſatisfaRion. 
This is conſonant with Scripture, Anima que peccaverit, ipſu morietur.” 

I i ftnow inthe next place to fpeak w_ | 


= 


A rant * The Presbyterie, Ts 
v7Hich is the next Judicatory, to whichthe Sefſion 1s ſubordi- 
'hare. 'Tt hath in ir fomewhere more, ſomewhere fewer, Pariſh- 
Churches ; as fome are made up of Twenty, ſome of Twelve, ſome of- 


Altperſons within theſe Pariſhes, within the precin&of this Pres- 
ytety,/of whar quality ſoever- (the King, or His Family: herein are 

ntexempted; nay,nor from the juriſdiftion of His Parochial Seflion) 
 aeunder the-power and furifdiction of this Grand Conſiftorys © + 

'The members Conſtituents of this Presbyrery are all the Parochlital Tke-members 
| Mitifterswithin its compaſs, anda Lay-Elder for each: Pariſh. - The conſtiruents 
= Lay-Blders are: in number equal to the Preaching Elders, and in Pow--Pf the Prez 
er, Voice, Juriſdiftion, itt Herelie, Idolatry, Worſhip, Cenſare,oc.- yeery. 


| BL paricopſurtio' honores & poteſtatrs praditi, are ſo equal and uniform, 
that2 Plowrhan from the Plow, or a Tradeſman from his Shop, ficting: 
there thrhe capacity of a Lay-Elder, his voyce ts as good as the voyce 
of the moſt - Reverend aid Learned Divine, if. any. be there.. They 
mintain a-Parity tn all,- only-alirtle difference inthis; thar a Eay-El- 
& eannorbe Moderatof: Yer have they no Canonfor.it, And we are: 
ale to-ptove by their Books;thar nien who were never in Sacred Or- 
(ets6f Prieſt or Biſhop, have been Moderators, -not only of their 
Irecbyrery, but of thetr ſo much 7dolized General Aſſembly. Mr. Robert 
hole, who was never Prieft, nor Deacon, only Reader in St. Andrews, 
"&1h0n6'tirn, for a year; or halfa'year, or-ſome laſting time, Mo- 
trator of the Presbytery of Saint-Andrews); and Mr. George Buchanan, 
Mo wſnever-Church-ntan { ahd Mr. -Antrew Melvil who had never 

 leOrder of Deacon, both of them haye been” Moderators of their 
bl EC rn a dn 


nes and/feandals of higtieſt Rrain', tately ſich! asire-civilly pus 
liable by death. 3. All crimes which eomeundetthecenſureof % 

(Mmunication. 4. All appeals from Seffions. FAll differences which 
ator be compoſed or determined in the P:rkodhial Conclave. 6: The 
itaricn and cetiſirs of att-what is: amiſs itt every-Piariſh', eicher fn 
ether of dcher, | 7,/Theappointing bPReaders, and: SchoolMea- 
ttrs, B 3 They 


| The caſes proper to this Judicatory , are I. ſuch as are fronreve= The caſes pro- 
5 1ndyidaalPariſh within its compaſs referred; of preſerited. 2; All pertoir, 


Thetime of 
mecting. 


Lay-Prez- 
| chers. 


(6) 

| They meet oncea week in ſome places,: inother places quly 0ace 
a fort-night. All che Miniſters in-cheir ſeyeraltugns, at. cheix Meer. 
ing-Exerciſe, as they callit ; that is;chere is appointed by.the Preghy. 
ry, ſomeone Book of old, or new New-Teſtament, which every ons 
by turns in his own courſe interpreteth inthe Pariſh-Church, where 
the Presbyrery doch meet. Two alwayes ſpeak, the firlt from yy 
Readers Desk or Pew; the other, in ſome qther place diſtane fog 
him, but conveniene for hearing, The firſt Analyſech, Interpreted, 
and takerh away the doubts of his Text ; and (as wy enjoyn) he is 
bound to the doforal part. The ſecond, when the firft hath done, xd- 
dethto what is ſaid - bath a warrant to ſupply the defeRs , or cane 
the Errors of the firtk Speaker ;. but eſpecaally his charge is the 2, 

ftoral part, to apply the Text, and bring it home to the atfeRions, . 
There be Ingredients in this Exerciſe,ſuch as God's Church before 
this late age never knew , a kind of Creatures whom they call Eys 
tants. Theſe are Students in Divinity, or Countrey School-Maſten, 
or fuch Youths who are bred with ſome Gamaliel ; who after thatthy 
bave given their private trials,by Preaching and Diſpute,are enxolki 


 Expetiants of ſuch, or ſuch a Presbytery. Theſe muſt keep their wn 


in Exerciling, and adding (as they call it) with the a&ual Miniſter, 
(fo they call them); and onceþadmitted to that Presbyrtery, may,whet- 
ſoever employed, Preach in any Pariſh-Church within the bounds 
that Presbytery, do all Miniſterial afis, except Baptize,or giverthep 
crament of the Lords-Supper, (for ought I know, there is no Coaks 
cration uſed by them in that holy ation, but a meer Thankſpiyigg) 
nay, they may be conſtant helpers,and Co-Preachers with a Rabbh.if 
he, the Pariſh, and Presbytery agreeto jt. I pray you, ſhewnt 
where ever you read of ſuch a profanation, that a Lay-man-witho 
Orders, Impoſition of hands, ſhall be a Publique Preacher of Gol 
"Word,and intrude uponthis Sacred FunRion. Theſe, for the mokpat 
were the Beardleſs Boyes King James of bleſſed memory, menciondl 
inthe Conference at Hampton-Court, Who would brave hins to hisj6 


....-. | {Within one County there-may hetwo, or three, more or fent 


Presbyteries,according as there be more or fewes Pariſh-Churchs| 
and yet all theſe Preshyteries 'are independant one - from iſh 
cher: only it is remarkable , rhat che Presbytery of Edewinſh 
becauſe (as they ſpeak.) it > ſeated on the Harch-Tomer, harh wellwf 
obrained by: cuſtom, and other -means, a Syperintending Pm 


over all pther Prepbyteries; and -eabec.- Presbyreies a 


(7) 
© | vnesſehd thither to have reſolutionof their dificuſt cafes. The rea- 
» | fonis, beſides the eminency of this Ciry by its wealth , and the reſi- 
* | Jence of all higheſt Courrs of Juſtice there,(although this Allobro- 
& | gical brood maintain Paricy ) there be notwithſtanding ſome few Pa- 
et | wiarchs, who rule and over-ruleall, who Lord it, and Pope it, over the 
Qt | Lord's Inheritance ;and inrhis City ordinarily are ſome of theſe Pa- 
Md | criarchs; andthe Reſponſcepradentum from hence, are received as O- 
b | raclesby-remote Presbyreries,and reyerenced as Anſwers by Zrimand 
v | Thummin. wy | 
i | There is none who liveth within the verge of a Presbytery , but is 
| afwerable tothis Claſſic and Fulicatory, and muſt appear whenſoever, 
# | orforwhatſoever cited. The Kingand His Fatuily are nor-exempred, 
nrpriviledged. If He be cited, andappear nor, He-may be 'excom- 
muncated-for His diſobedienceand contumacy : If 'He appear , He 
taftſubmir Hisearthly Scepter, to that :their 'Sceprer , which they 
xermebe Sceprer of Chrift ; 'He muſt dowhat is enfoyned. ThePres- 
bytery'is Independent from the Crown of an Eathly King , who is 
Gol 'rand Chriſt's Vicegerent t'the general Kingdoms of his Providence 
only;But this Sanhedrize is ChriſF's Vicegerentin'His economical King- 
dmasMediator, as they ſpeak ;and conſequently to it He mutt vail 
HisCrown, ſubmit his Scepter, and from-ic receive'Chriſt's Law and 
Ordinances. | 
Kinp James of blefſed memory, knew this well, who therefore in. 
tharConference at Hampton- Conrt, pas, 79. fairh, © A Scottiſh Pres- 
"Inter, as well agyeeth with a Minarchy,as God and the D:vil:then Jack 
"*mdThom, and Will, and Dick, ſhall meet, and at their pleaſures cen- 
"we Me, and My Conncel, and all My proceedings. Then Will ſhall tand 
"wund ſay, It menſt be thus : Then Dick ſhall reply, and ſay,Nay marry, . 
"Int me will have it thus. And therefore here 1 muſt once reiterate my 
*former ſpeeches (the Kings is anſwering to D.Rainolds, who ſeemerh to 
egos of His Majeſty a Presbytery, or ſomething like-to ir) © Le 
"Roy & aviſera : Stay T pray you for one ſeaven years befere you den;and. 
"tha of me : and if you then find m2 purſey and fat,. and my Wind-pipes 
Fe} frffed, 1 will perhaps hearken to you : For, let that Government be once 
wel 9, Tam ſure I ſhall be kept in breath; then ſhall we all of us have work, e-- 
' "wth, both our hands full, Bat, D;Rainolds, till. zou find that I grow 1a- 
"4, let that alone. : | 
Itismore than notoriouſly known to many yer living, and is-upon The Presbyte- 
v] Record in che Presbytery Books of Edenbarzh, how King James, not @ hath kepe 
ml Ke, but many times, hath ſenrmen of Honour and good alinyge- Kind Toa. 
-anding, 


All caſes and 
crimes are 
wichintbe 
cenſure of the) 
Presbyterie, 


| Crimes ſul- 
| pedted, arc 
| curioufly here 


 ($) | 
manding, or rather requeſting for ſome things at their hands wh, 
bave heard the Commitſioners propoſe the King's mind ;* Bur they, 
keep the power and place Chriſt hath given them in tha dignity, ſui 


able to ſo high a Truſt, have diſmiſſed the Gentlemen ſent by the King | 


without anſwer, and by an Order of that Spiritzal-houſe ,: haye yy. 
pointed one, or two, as Commiſſioners of the Presbytery, to £0 to the 
King with their will and pleaſure , looling nothing of Chriſt; anthurig, 
and carrying themſelves with the: King, almoſtas if two free Eftae;q 
two free Kage, had met and were dealing together. ator] 
As no perſon is exempted from obedience and ſubmiſſion to thi 
power, ſo no crime or {in whatſoever: committed , or ſuſpefted to he 
committed, within the Seignory of this petty. Principality.” Andthe 
ſometimes is fo extravagantly and tranſcendently roo look'r afrer;;and 
called in queltion, (eſpecially if indiſcreet Zeal,or holy Spleennat 
and move by the Spirit on a holy Brother) char if there be a fat al 
fault committed, ſecrer, or known to very few, it is brought forthy 
the light of the World : There is no care taken to reconcile thely- 
ſed to Godina private way, and to conceal his offence, but diſrac 
he is publiquely.. What ſound repentance chis may work, judge yi 
How conſonant this is to the Apoitolical Canon, They that ſn publigk 
ly, rebuke pnbliquely ; and to the common Maxim of the Church, 
eccultrs non judicat Eccleſia ; he may ealily ſee, who hath not divorce 


+ himſelf from-common ſenſe and reaſon. To cure theſe ſecret (inslj 


the power of the-Keys zn interjori foro conſcientie, and cover themmit 
the mantle of Charity,ſmelleth ranckly of auricular Confeſſion,Poph 
abſolution, and Sigillum confe jſionzs. See the conference at Hani 
Conrt,pag.93. It is certain, a fooliſh man revealing fooliſhly his fas 
to his wife, the zealous Wife, upon ſome quarrelling berwixt herai 
her Husband, hath gone to a good Miniſter, revealed what was roll 
her, and the honeit impartial Miniſter hath convented rhe mat 


charged him with his ſin, and made him confeſs, fatisfte, and dope 
nance publiquely. 


Nay, upona ſurmiſe, ſuggeſtion, ſuſpition, or any miſinformatw | 


it the Miniſter, or-Lay-Elder delate ( that is, preſent) two perſotst 


| inquired after. converſe ſofamiliarly, thar it is to be feared thar they are guily 


fornication, if they be unmarryed ; or ofadultery, - if both of ti& 
or either of them be marryed; they ſhall be cited, and convented, & 
amined by all proofs, preſumprtions, interrogatories, &c. whether 
not they have ſinned, Ifthat the preſumptions be pregnant, alchouſ 


no proof be, they ſhall be putin cloſe Priſon, fed on bread and " 


(9) 


ter, kept that none may come at them, all Members Conſtituents of 
- theſe Judicatories, appointed totry what they know againſt the xexs 


Currt-day ; when no proof can be had, and all the preſumprions do 


| _ norfaſten guilrinels upon the accuſed,and the Impriſonment and orher 
- hard uſages cannot extort a confeſſion, they are diſmiſſed : But an-a&t 


isenacted, thar if thoſe two perſons ſuſpected of fornication,or adul- 


rery, ſhall be ſeen to meet, or be in company together, except they 


. meer in Church or Marker, it ſhall be holden pro confeſſo,as confeſſed, 
thatthey are guilry of what they are charged with. 
Nay, ſometimes the parties, although innocent and no real eyi- 


dence being produced againſt rhem, are brought on the Lord's-day 


-publiquely ro the middle of the Church before the Pulpit,to declare, 
fometimes to confirm their Declaration by an Oath , that ,they are 
innocent and free of tliat crime wherewith they are charged. And 
fomerimes they are forced ro make their publique Repentance in 
the Church, upon a Pillary, for their unchriſtian behaviour : be- 
cauſe that,alchough the parties charged be free, yet their converſati- 
onhath been /#ſpitiozs and ſcandalom. 
. Awhole Volume might be written of youns women by theſe 
courſes diſgraced and defamed : of many Families divided and ſcat- 
_—_— before therewas no jealouſie betwixt the man and the 
Mite, 
This Judicatory of the Presbytery is ſo high, and of ſovaſt a [ati- 
ude,thar,as the Pope bringeth in all civil cauſes ro himſelf as a compe- 


tent Judge, [uh formalitate peecati ; ſo,this Papal C onclave bringeth any 


thing, howſoever meerly and purely civil, under it's laſh, ſ#b forma- 
ltate ſcandali, as ſcandalous toa Chriſtian profeſſion. 


Itis not forgotten by many yet living,how the Presbytery of Eden- Presbyceriad 
"5h attempted to cenſure Eccleliaſtically the Merchants there , for Governmene | 


WUtying Wheat to Spain in time of a famin or dearth there , for this {2conſiftenr i 

wh the liber<} 
. # berry of trade | 
Pculym, an almoſt inexpiable ſin, to tranſport wax to Spaiz ; for this andcom. 


WaSto feed and maintain God's enemies. But above all, that was a 


% 
; 


. WBto be acceſſory to Idolatry4in reſpe& the greateſt part of this wax merce. 


Ws imployed in making Tapers and Candlesto the Virgin Mary, and 


her Saints, 


"InS. Andrews. I. T. was endebted to P.T. a conſiderable ſum of Inconfiſtenc 
Money, the greateſt part of his ſtock : 7.T. delaying, or ſhuffling, or Wh the au- 


_ of ci- |þ 

Ohrai . \*.* VII Judicaco-i # 

OVtained before the Lords of Seſſion a Judgment againſt 7. T. with v5, 1 

| mer to-demand vayment in the King's Name, and upon diſobedi- 
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Wt able to pay P.T.at the day of payment deligned inthe Bond,P.T. 
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manding, or rather requeſting for ſome things at their hatds ; wh E. 
bave heard the Commitlioners propoſe the King's mind ;* Bur they: 
keep the power and place Chriſt hath given chem'in thar dignity, ſh 
able to ſo high a Truſt, have diſmiſſed the Gentlemen ſent by the pigs 
without anſwer, and by an Order of that Spiritnal-houſe ,: havent 
pointed one, or two, as Commiſſioners of the Presbytery , to'ps remit ® 
King witl 
{| and eury 
| two free. | 
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no proof be, they ſhall be put in cloſe Priſon, fed on breadat , 
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t@ þ - ter, kept thar none may comeat them, all Members Conſtituents of 
-y.; theſe Judicatories, appointed to try what they know againſt the nexs 
i LCowrt-day ; When no proof can be had, and all the preſumprions do 
wmecfaſten guilcineſs uponrhe accuſed,and the Impriſonment and other 
SEctaduſfages cannot extort a confeſſion, they are diſmiſſed : But an-a&t 
wh $enafted, rhar if choſe two perſons ſuſpected of fornication,or adul- 
w__ a on ts pt they 
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manding, or rather requeſting for ſome things at their haads; wh, 
bave heard the Commitſioners propoſe the King's mind ;* Bur they y |, - 


keep the power and place Chriſt hath pe chem-in that digniry,ſys. | 


able to ſo high a Truſt, have diſmiſſed the Gentlemen ſent by the k; 
without anſwer, and by an Order of that Spirital-houſe , haye q- 


pointed one, or two, as Commiſſioners of the Presbytery, to poto th 


King with their will and pleaſure , looſing nothing of Chriſ#'s anthurig 

1 _ andcarrying themſelves with the: King, almoſtas if rwo free Eftae;q 
| rwo free Rings, had mer and were dealing together. oxi 
All cafes ang As noperſon is exempted from obedience and ſibmiſſion to ti 
crimesare Power, ſo nocrime or tin whatſoever committed , or ſuſpefted to 

| withinthe committed, within the Seignory of this petty. Principality. Andthy 
| cenſure of the) ſgmerimes is ſo extrayagantly and tranſcendently too look'r after; mi 


Presbyrerie. 1led in queſtion, (eſpecially if indifcreert Zeal,or holy Spleenyat 
2nd move by the Spirit ona holy Brother) thac it there be a fat w 
fault committed, ſecrer, or known to very few, it is brought forth 
che light of the World : There is no care taken to reconcile thely 
ſed to God ina private way, and to conceal his offence, bur diſvract 
he is publiquely. What ſound repentance this may work, judge yi. 
How conſonant this is to the Apottolical Canon,T hey that jim publiqs 


ly, rebake pnbliquely ; and to the common Maxim of the Church, i} 


eccultzs non judicat Eccleſia ; he may ealily fee, who hath not divordl 
: + himſelf from-common ſenſe and reaſon. To cure theſe ſecret (ins 
i the power of the Keys jn interiori foro conſcientie, and cover themmi 
; the mantle of Charity,ſmelleth ranckly of auricular Confefſion,Pgll 
a | abſolution, and Sigillem confeſſionts. See the conference at Ham 
*- Conrt,pag.93. It is certain, a fooliſh man revealing fooliſhly his fait 
a to his wife, the zealous Wife, upon ſome quarrelling betwixr herat 
her Husband, hath gone co a good Miniſter, revealed what was ti 
her, and the honeit impartial Miniſter hath convented rhe ma 
charged him with his ſin, and made him confeſs, farisfte, and dot 
nance publiquely. 


| Crimes ſul Nay, upona ſurmiſe, ſuggeſtion, ſuſpition, or any milinformatw 


_ petted, are {jf the Miniſter, or-Lay-Elder delate ( that is, preſent) two perſos! 


curiouſly bere | 4; ro] wilty 
inquired afcer: converſe ſo familiarly, that it is to be feared that they are guilt 


} amined by all proofs, preſumprions, interrogatories, &c. whethetd 
hl not they have ſinned, If that the preſumptions be pregnant, altho 


fornication, if they be unmarryed ; or ofadultery, - if both of the 
| or either of them be marryed; they ſhall be cited, and convented, 


no proof be, they ſhall be putin cloſe Priſon, fed on bread ae | 


-._ 0 IE 7 OT - 0 0; 


. ter, kept that none may comeat them, all Members Conſtituents of 1 
- theſe Judicatories, appoinred totry what they know againſt the ext | 
(owrt-day ; when no proof can be had, and all the preſumprions do 


norfaſten guilrinels upon the accuſed,and the Impriſonment and other j 
- hard uſages cannot extort a confeſſion, they are diſmiſſed : But an a&t | 
| ſ$enaRted, thar if thoſe two perſons ſuſpected of fornication,or adul- i 


- WSto be acceſſory to Idolatryin reſpe&rhe greateſt part of this wax merce, 


 Uoney, the greateſt part of his ſtock : 7.7. delaying, or ſhuffling, or 
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tery, ſhall be ſeen to meer, or be in company together, except they | 
. meer in Church or Marker, it ſhall be holden pro confeſſo,as confeſſed, 1g! 
thatthey are guilty of what they are charged with. | 

Nay, ſomerimes the parties, although innocent and no real evi- 

dence being produced againſt rhem, are brought on the Lord's-day | 
-publiquely ro the middle of the Church before the Pulpit,to declare, 
ſometimes to confirm their Declaration by an Oath , that they are H 
innocent and free of that crime wherewith they are charged. And . A 
fomerimes tizey are forced ro make their publique Repentance in Ci 
the Church, upon a Pillary, for their unchriſtian behaviour : be- 
cauſe that,alchough the parties charged be free, yet their converſati- i 
onhath been /#ſpitiozes and ſcandalor. , 
. Awhole Volume might be written of young women by theſe 5 
courſes diſgraced and defamed : of many Families divided and ſcat- . F 
- before therewas no jealouſie betwixt the man and the G 
Wire, | "W 

This Judicatory of the Presbytery is ſohigh, and of ſovaſt a [ati- | 
udechar,as the Pope bringeth in all civil cauſes to himſelf as a compe- | 
tent Judge, [# formalitate peecati ; ſo,this Papal Conclave bringerh any id 
tling, howſoever meerly and purely civil, under it's laſh, /#b forma- if 
late ſcandali, as ſcandalous toa Chriſtian profeſſion. 

Itis not forgotten by many yet living,how the Presbyrery of Eden- Presbyceriad # 
"gh attempted to cenſure Eccleliaſtically the Merchants there , for Goveramenc || 
atying Wheat ro Spain in time of a famin or dearth there , for this re" [if 
Wo feed and maintain God's enemies. But aboveall, that was a p< ; 


with che liber-ſ} 
| ; : © berty of rrade "| 
Mculam, an almoſt inexpiable ſin, to tranſport wax to Spain ; for this and com- þ 
1 


Ws imployed in making Tapers and Candlesto the Virgin Mary , and 


Whey Saints, 


"InS. Andrews. 1. T. was endebted to P.T. a conſiderable ſum of Inconfiſtene "| 

with the au- } 
thority of ci- || 
vil Judicaco-i # 
ries, I 


Wot able to pay P.T.at the day of payment deligned inthe Bond,P.T. 
Ntained before the Lords of Sefion a Judgment againſt 7. T. with 
Mer to demand vayment in the King's Name, and upon diſobedi- 

. C ence 


( TO 
ence to be out-lawed, andfall into a Premmnire, or eſcheating.gf j, 
moveable Goods and Chattels. 7. T. bemoans himſelf to the revby. 
tery. The Presbytery convents P. T. before them, threatens him wit 

 Excommunication, if he did perlift to put 1n Execution the Judgnen 

Xx of the higheſt Judicatory inthe Kingdom : and for fear of this dread. 

| ful Court and horrid ſentence, he paſles from his purſuit, continue 

the demanding of repaying of his money. You ſee here whar poye: 
| this Presbytery hath over all , and the highett of civil Judicatorig, 

f” a of x hg | Infinite inſtances of this kind may be produced : give me leayey 

Wart "* addoneofa higher ſtrain. The City of Edenburgh , by the Kings of 

Royai Grancs Scotland, amonght other favours and priviledges, hath a Royal Gra 

dy Lawcon- - of a weekly Market day on Monday. This Grant is confirmed by Le. 

Lrmeg. ters, Patents under the Great Seal, and by the ſtanding Laws of the 
Kingdom ; The Presbyterie here by their tranſcendent ſole auth; 
ty, diſcharged any Market to be kept on Monday; the reaſon washe 
cauſe ic occaſioned the travelling of. Men and Horſe tie. Lord's-dy 

before, which profaned the Sabbath. If the Tradeſmen, who found 
at home what loſs they had by wanting their Marxet, had not wit 
force and violence oppoſed their Soveraignty,and made them forſak 
it, it was like enough to have paſſed, and obrained longer. | 
The moſt aRive in this caſe were the Shooz-maxers,who were mol 
prejudiced by the diſcharge of rhe Monday-marker. They threat 
ned che Miniltery Right down, that if taey pertiſted in that courls 
they would thruſt them our of the gares of the Ciry : which threats 
reſtored the Monday's-market. When King Jam?s , that miracle d 

Piety, Learning, and Royal prudence, heard of this ; he, with unco 

vered head, and lifted up hands, ſaid to this; or much about ths 


and violence of the Presbytery, than I and my Corncel both, | 
s oye It is known to many yer living, that they have cired before then 
Ao pane Noble-men, and Gentlemen of good quality, who had intended civil 
ords to ſuc ations againſt their own Tenants before the ordinary Judg, anddF 
or theix charged them to proſecute them any further,under rhe pain of Eccl- 
Nets, ſiaftical cenſures. This was in re civi/i, in a civil buſineſs, but mal 
confiderandi, as they took notice of it, was ſpiritual. And why? bt 
cauſe the holy Brethren pretended, This did withdraw People fron 
their lawfwl vocations, bred ſtrifes , and contention amongſt Brethren 
and did hinder the progreſs of the Goſpel. 

As - the particular Miniſters of individual Pariſhes are under 
them, ſo they find the tyranny of their 4rchiſhnagog! , hes po 

ea 


Jy 


ſenſe, I thank God,the Shoo-makers have more power to repreſs the inſole) | 


- and for moral Integrity be blamleſs,yet they will find it fit he be tranſ(- 


(11) þ 
exding Miniſters in chat meaſure, thar their little finger is heavier gone few cf | 
han a Biſhop's whole hand and loins. Biſhops are like to a paternal che Presbyr.: 
Government, chaſtiſing with Rods ; bur the Presbyterians ſcourge rieryrannize i 
them with Scorpions; any Lord , Knight, or Eſquire, who is — reſt Þ 
cunning » and can by fair carriage, or otherwiſe, Sain favour or ror and NR bo 
credit with ſome few Patriarchal Presbyters, he is able ar pleaſure to mov: and 
rn out an honeſt man ( who perhaps is too free in rebuking the tranſplant ac {| 
Gentleman for his ſins, or cannot or will not condeſcend to grant pleaſure, | 
his unlawful and unjutt demands) and to bring in one to his own fan- F 
fe and humor, with whom, and by whom, he is able to work and ef- 1 
fetuare his own bad intendments. This holy Sanhedrins , although ply 


the Parochial Miniſter for [ntellefFual abilities, be ſuſficiently enabled, 


planted from that Church, becauſe the Congregation is not edified 
by him ; at a Viſicationthe Landlord is able ro make all ſay, and wit- 
nes, they are not edifies by him ; or if a Presbyter who hath more 
oer with the Dominns Moderatcr, and his Atſiſtants, being ina Par- 
iſh ofa ſmall ſtipend , and eſpying ſomewhere a better Pariſh, and 
an honeſt man in ir, bat not ſo much reſpe&ed by the high Priefts of 
the Sayhedrim, he will turn him out by the Presbyrery , enter the 
charge, and reap the benefhir of a better Pariſh, and place the other” 
(it may be, and often proves fo, the berter and worthier man } in 
110ther Pariſh of leſs worth,and deterior his condition. There needs 
n0 other reaſon for this, bur that rhis ſacred Conlittory, direRed and 
affifted with infallibil'ty, do find it e Re Eceleſie, that it is for God's 
glory and the good of the Church, | 
Tmightinſtance a world of theſe Examples ; only let me rell you A honeſt min } 
one of the Presbytery of Cooper in Fife. A Noble man there having removed from! 
one Maſter Fey, an honeſt man, a Preacher and Parſon at one of Þis place, and | 
the Churches, the which whale Pariſh belonged to the Noble-man, rants bras | 
| gbtingto if 
uſed all the entreaties, all the threatnings he could , to perſwade make away | 
Maſter Weywzs to inake over ro him, and his houſe, the Right of the gacrilegiouſly } 
denefice, which if I miſtake not, was a Parſonage. The good man re- the Church 
uſed it : the Noble-man finding the man {immovyeable, having pre- P*imony. 
pared the way with the Ring-leaders, accuſeth the honeſt man before 
the Presbytery , obtaineth ſentence of removing Mr. Weymzs from 
that Church and benefice, and bringech in one Mr. Scrogie , who 
with the conſent; of the Presbytery , ſacrilegiouſly made over the 
Right of che Church cothe Noble-man{and his Family. Mr. #+y- 
ms was tranſplanted so another Church. The Right made over by 
| C2 | Scregie, 
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$crogie, was afterwards confirmed by A of Parliament. King Jams, 
whenthis Noble-man came to him, ſpoke .to him to this ſenſe, M 


obtain ſuch a thing, and work fo ſtrange a matter, I pray you teach 
me the way, for I would gladly know it. The Noble man anſwwereq, 
ro this ſenſe or much abour-it; Sir, you take not the right way, Ipre- 
pared my bulineſs, by gaining the prime men to my courſe, I ſent tg 
A. B's houſe ſo much Malt, and to C. D's houſe ſo much Meal; to N: 
a Carcaſs of Beeff ; this got me the power to put away ?eymzs,tobring 
_ in Scrogie, and from him, with the conſent of the Presbytery,to haye 
the right of the Parſonage impropriate to me and my houſe : Sir, thi 
courſe you mult take, if you would work any thing by or with theſe 
* men. | 

The Teſtament of a Gentleman of Wir, and more then *ordinary 
worth and eſteem,is to this day extant,(alchough he dyed many years 
ago) wherein confeſling his many Sins (he was mach guilty of un- 
c'eannefs, and was of more thenoordinary reach in Political and Sub- 
tile wayes) abhorring himfelf for them , and earneſtly begging par- 
don, profeſled, and proteſted, thar no lin did wound h's Conſcience 
ſo much, as his deep Hypocritie, who, without rhe rrue fear of God, 
| made preat ſhew of Religion where none, or little was, and ro coyer 
his {ins fromthe World,to hide his ſhame,and the better to effetuate 
his private deſigns , be made much of ſome few prime leading Mini- 
- ſters: by doing of which, he was not challenged for his (ins ; and ws: 
enabled to work his other ends. This hath been, and is this day a 

conſtant courſe kept by all of that cutt and coar. 


he Presby- 


| roaſt with Feudes (as they call them)as that of Scotland: nor was there any 


| 
| foughrto the effuſion of much bloud, partly beginning ſometims 
| within the Church , and ended in the Church-yard , where many 


terie divided in their affetion and courſe, accordins as they affett- 
edrhegne, or the other party. Nor was Scotland ever free of Feuds, 


another, till a little before King James came into England ; nor did 
ever that Kingdom enjoy ſuch Peace and Plenty, as during the time 
of Epiſcopacy. 

Sir, by the few inſtances T have given you of many , you may ſee 
clearly, that Presbyterian Government is, not only inconliftent with 


Lord, I wonder how you have ſo much power with the Presbytery to 


Iris known, that no Kingdom of the Kings was ſo much infeſted - 


xy of Feuds, thing more ordinary, thaniNeighbourly Feuds in Pariſhes, to be. 


rimes ſome were killed. And it was as ordinary to find each Presby- 


ſheathing their Swords in their Neighbours bowels, murtuering ont 


0- 


(13) : 
Monarchy, but deſtructive of the Liberty of che Subjefs perſon, 
and trade 3 encroaching upon all Authority, Soveraign, and Dele- 
ae ; reſtraining at pleaſure Cauſes and Suits commenced before 
udges; forbidding Execution of Judgements obtained before the 
- Ordinary Judges, repealing Grants, Letrers-Parents , Rights and 
priviledges authorized” by Law : aſſuming to' it ſelfthe Civil power, 
| eating Civil fines, pecuniary mulRs, infliting corporal puniſh- 
nents, painfull and diſgraceful! ; defaming young, diſgracing mar- 
fied perſons ; and in brief, is againſt the peace of the Kingdom, of 
Emiliesand of Neighbours. And for their Clergy or fellow-Presby- 
ers, they tyrannize over their Conſcience, depoſe, or tranſplant 
tem ar pleaſure, for reaſons known to ſome few of the more active. * 
[tis proper now to ſpeak next of 


T_ Provincial Synods. - | 

N deſcribins of which we need not to inſiſt much : for, except that 
| the Juriſdietion is' of greater extent and'latitude, in'it's efſen- 

tials, conſtitution,and power,with the exerciſe of it;ir is the very ſame. 

A Provincial Synod is the Apiſh Imitation of a Provincial Coun- What i is: 
al, conſiting of a Metropolitane, and the Suffragan Biſhops of his 
Provikce. With them, it is an affociate body-of the Commiſſioners 
choſen out of all the Individual Pxesbyteries within: the Precin&t of 
tie Province. How many there be of themiin the Kingdom of Scut- 
lad at this inſtant, I know not : but the Kingdom is divided into {o 
many Provinces, as they in their prudence think it fitreſt for the Go- 
fernment of the Chnrch. | © ee, | 
1fI remember right, by their platform of Diſcipline, theſe Provin- 
cal Synods are to meet twice a year, or oftner, pro re nat4. 

Theſe Synodal Aſſemblies have a ſ#periatending and over-ruling The extent of 2 | 
per over all the Presbyteries within the limits of that Province. their power. 

The caſes proper to theſe Courts, are, 1. All matters which do that au 
MWertain.to the whole Province. 2. All Referrs from' all Presbyte- hich fall 
6s within-it's verge. 3. All caſes of every ſeveral Presbyrerie,which within rheir 
 Krediſhcult,and could not there be determined. 4. The due cenſure Juriſd Rior- - 

fall what is thought to be done amiſs in any Presbytery within it's 

- 5. What is ordered and decreed in thoſe Provincial Synods, 

Feth all within the particular Presbyteries and Pariſhes, as well Lay 
(Clergy-men to obedience. Any Presbytery elſe,that moverh with- 
Ut the ſphear of this Province, is not tyed to obey what this decrees, 
 ertue of any authority flowing from it. ns ns 
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_ Theſamecourſe is holden in all chings in che Provincial Sanhedrig. 
which is kept in the Presbyterial Conſiſtory,ſo that I need not trouble 
you by reſuming and repeating the like : only here is ſome piece any 
uſe of good Policy, which is this ;:In a Province, there may be ſome 
four or five, or ſix, or more, knowing leading Miniſters, who oyer. | 
rule different and diſtant Presbyreries, and fo' cannot formally ang 
fairly joyn their wits and power tocompaſs their common and privge 

ends.' The meeting of this Provincial Synod, occalioneth che meeti 
of thoſe leading men in the ſame place ; who after that they hay 
communicated Counſels, and agreed uponrthe courſe, they are able 
ro draw their brethren, their Papils of their FaQion, as Servam 
. #4, (laviſhly, yet with mach zeal to diſpute, debate, and wonehs 
what they in their wiſdom think fir for their own ends : which cou 
layed down, will be ſo prevalent, that if ir be againſt King, Cour 
trey, Preacher, or Lay-men, in that concerneth the publike, oray 
private mans intereſt, to whom they ftand engaged, it is to as lit 
purpoſe to ſome good men to oppoſe, or moderate this courke, asty 
a man toſtop acurrentofa flood, after a great inundation of rain 
with his foot. - 
, Thereis another trick of policy too, whereby the Apoſtles of thi 
; Province advance their own credit, that the wiſe(t of rhe Nobiliy 
and Gentry ſee who are the aQive and doing men, and having ther 
particular intereſt many times both in the publike, and their om 
private, they make their addreſs to theſe Popes, gain rhem to ther 
courſe, and ftrengthen themſelves by the Spiritual Sword to diſtub 
the publike, or to gain their private ends, whecher right or wrong. 
When the Commitſioners from hence return to their ſeveral Presy- 
reries, they intimate-co them, to command the particular Miniſters 
preach in their Pariſhes Dorine tending ro the advancement 
thoſe deſigns : and this is ſo much obeyed, that the Miniſter of tit 
Kings family, or Pariſh, muſt ſing the ſame ſong, alchough «0 
cernthe King in his Honour, or in that is moſt dear to him, and be 

the prejudice of his Perſon, Soveraignty and Government. - 

| Thele dg29pt, theſe prime men of God, are attended and honour 
| 'Þonour ne ſo by the ſubtle and cunning Nobles and Gentlemen, chat they ® 
| p Bento * well nigh deified ; in their coming to and fro, ro Aſſemblies, F'# 
Prezbyrers, byteries, or upon other occalions, the moſt eminent of the Provits 
wait upon them, entreat them to come to their Houſes, ſer chem4 
the head of rhe Tables by my Lady, provide for them the beſt ck# 
bers. And that you may know, howſoever .chey pretend PP | 


| The great 


» 
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that it is protefatio contra faftum ; never Biſhop in Scotland hath come 
ls | into Cities with ſuch Convoyes, been attended with ſuch great per- 
nd | ſonages» 145 ſome of this holy Brotherhood. Ir is to this day remem- 
bred, that when Mr. Robert Bruce came from his Viſitation in the 


me abbey 
er, | Welt, Or South, returning to Edenburgh, and entring by the Canon- 
and. | gots King James looking our at his Window in his Palace at Halyrude 


ae | Hwſe, with indignation, ( which extorted from him an Oath) ſaid, 
6 Mr. Robert Bruce / am ſure intends to be King, and declare hinsſelF 
ms | heir to King Robert the Bruce. + | 
ble | 1f you would allow me upon this to digreG, I beg to be bold to The preſamp- 
».| tellyo a true ſtory,. and the moſt infolent I believe you ever read tous carriage. 
[l arheard. When Q, Elizabeth was waxed old, K. Jams berhinking of Mr. R.Bruce 
ark | how to come at the peaceable poſſeſſion of that Righr God and Na- toward King 
in. | fare bad entitled him to after her death ; and refolving to recall and Fu 
ay | pardon che Earls of Angws, Huntly, and Erroll, (who at that time were 
Landed, and beyond Seas) feared, if by himſelf, and his Soveraion- 
111 | ty; he ſhould do ir, becauſe they were profeſſed Papiſts, he feared 
can | teChurch would except againit it, and move his Subjects to Sedirion 
| adRebellion : yet the Noble men were moſt able to ſtrengthen him, 
* hx | 40d do. him beſt ſervice in the Kingdom. To prevent this miſchief, 
ily | Ne ſent-one of bis cruſted and worthy Courtiers to Mr. Robert Bruce, 
thee | (ne of the Miniſters of Edenburgh, who at that time had great ſway 
om | ® the Church, deſiring him to come to his Majeſty about ſome dulj- 
thee | *6af high concernment. Mr. Robert did come: The good admirable 
ub | King, welcomed him more then courteouſly, rook him into his Reri- 
rons, | "ag or Bed-chamber, ſpoke powerfully to this ſenſe : fr. Robert, 
ey | / have ſent for you, to have your advice in a buſineſs of great weight, con- 
erstd | ug the Peace of Scotland and England, and which concerns me in 
ant-0f gn Honour moſt nearly : O., Elizabeth, »y Siſter and Conſin, is 
» «nd cannot live long, you know T have God's, and Nature's Right to 
th Crows, I cannot loſe -it in Honour or in Tuſtice, and yet my prayer to 
bulir, that 1 may.come at my Right without any blood. I know there is ſome 
{dim is England againſt me, but my friends are more prevalent there : 
It ancerneth me, in point of: Prudence, to provide that there be no Faition 
aldivifronin this my K ingdom of Scotland * fer if this Kingdom be all 
: Df} m9 for: me in hearty obedience and ſubjeion, the diſaffetted party in 
| lagland 'will be better adviſed, then to work me trouble to their great diſad- 
Wee. Now, ſaith the beſt and wiſeſ# of Kings, I fear nothing, but that 
three. Noble 19:1 beyond Seas, becauſe of their forfeiture, wy be 
gh wpon by Papifts, enconraged and enabled by thens there, _ 4 - 
: | nel:1h * 
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Engliſh Papiſts, who are moſt. againſt my coming to the Crown of England t 
knowing I am 4 ſound Proteſtant, to come hither and. trauble Me and th | * 
Peace of this Kingdom. Do you not think it fit, that I give them a pardy, 
reſtore them to their Honour and Lands, and by ſo doing, ſo gain then, M 
that thus I may ſave the effuſion of Chriſtian blood ? To this demand; - 
piouſly made, the anſwer was : Sir, you may pardon Angus and Arroll a 
and recall them ; but it is not fit, nor will you ever obtain my conſent t Par- # 
donor recall Huntly.. To this the moſt gractous King ſweetly replyeq: l 
Mr. Robert, 1t were letter for me to pardon and recall him, and mt th b 
other two, then-the. other 3wo without him. 1. Firſt, becauſe you kun k | 
hath a greater command, and is more powerfull then both of them, 2. New, | * 
you know I am mure aſſured of his of Clio 0 7e for he hath married m . 
dear and n:er Kinſwoman, the Duke of Lenox his Siſter, His rejoynde | © 
was, Sir, I cannot agree to it, The King out of the great depth of his | 
wiſdom and prudence,and his tranſcendent goodnelſs,concludedthy; * 
Mr. Robert, I have imparted my maſt ſecret thoughts to you firſt, ef | 
any, and to you only; I am ſo confident of your z-2al and good affethmny > 
Me and My Honor, that I entreat you to think upon this matter adqr | 
two ; and after your better thoughts and prayers, return to.me, and elm \ 
clearly what you think, Thus was he diſmifled with as much rehedt 
as the King could give to any of his higheſt Subjeats, The truth; 
. arthis time this man had more power in Edenlurgh then the King} * 
and his credit there had' a mighty influence upon all his Se, al ! 
many in the Kingdom. Within a day or two he returns to his Majeh, - 
yet, if I be informed right, not till he was called upon : When he 
entred the Kings Preſence-chamber, the King took him into a ſect? , 
retiring Room, as before, made the dore be ſhur, and ſpeakethto 
this ſenſe : Now Ar. Robert, / hope you have thought mare ſerin( 
pon that weighty laſineſs I propoſed to you the laſt day, and have pri 
God to dire you and Me both ; tell me then what you think of my pur | 
and reſolution concerning thoſe three Noble-men. He returneth this: 
ſwer ; Sir, the more I think of it, the more I am confirm:d in the ati 
. £{ gavetoyou the laſt day : I agree with all my heart that you recal Mt 
Sus and Arroll, It for Huntly it cannot be. The King reſumed al 
repeated his reaſons before mentioned, and added ſome more : Ik 
obſtinately oppoſed and contradied ir. All do know, who kw 
any thing of theſe times, that Angus and Arrol! were as bigot Paplh 
if not more, then Huntly ; there was no difference in Religion: 
truth is, Maſter Bruce was a Lover of the Earl of Argyle, who lowl] © 
not much the Earl of 'Znily. This was the Spirit inſpired him#}, 


ſeemed" 


. — rr n— 


| 
| 
| 


O17) | 

>| ſremeth. King Fans defired his reaſons : he gaye none, but ſpoke 
| Majeſtically. Tben tne King told him downright, Jr. Roverxt 7 
hi haetoid you my purpoſe ; you ſee how nearly and highly it concerntth me » 
? I have given you my reaſons for my reſolution, you give #22 yorr opinion, 


. [y: yout ſtrens thenit not with reaſon;wherefore I will 3/4 :2y own reſo! Ati3% , 
M} mnddo as 7 firſt ſpoke to you. Tothewhich (with Chriltian and Subjett- 
f like reverence :) ue returned chis repl;; ; 17-1, Sir, you may do as your 


n life 3 bk © uſe Fg JE ſhall not have me and the Ear! of ant'he boi h for 
| jw. Sir, Judge by thus in what caſe Monacrchie is, faſnch a Govern- 
e q 


T ment; for rar chis is rrati, Tamas much aflired of, as morall cer- 
"| tiny. can aflure any man of moral! cruch, whic't with his own ears he 
x hach not heard. And yet this man was bur Minitter of Edenbargh. | 

| 


|. To retirn thither, from whence we digrefſed,tiat you may know, K 
is ng SO CER IO08 A OR A | .? The Coun: 
thatthis great Honour which is done to thoſe great ones, the Cabi- ;rey honour | 
'$ nt-Councell ofall Provincial and General Afſemblies,by theſe cun- no: cheſe Apa- 
ning and ſubrile Nobles and others, is not done in the ware of 4 Dj. Attes in the * 
ſciple, i the n-2e of a Prophet ; refleR a little with your eyes--and DiC:i - no 
conſider how the ſame men reſpe& and entertain their own Pariſh ;,, 7.798 Irs * 
af Minter; When the Gamalie!s fits by my Lady, the Pariſh Prieft "hit lirefpe& 
ec killde below the Candleſtick ; and will be forced to come 'to his all other Mi- 
" Lord, or Laird, and Crouch down for a morſell of Bread , and ſmall otra ; 
mo Pte of Money. Nay before the Gamaliel be gone, he muſt prompt cithicners Ls 
- ndCatectiſe the poor ſtipendiarie,how ro carry himſelf with the © © 
& | abs lads bo. ©, & WIT LOS 
Ti Lord and Laird, not to exact too rigorouſly what is due in his com- 
mt | 17m Stipend , nor in Preaching, doctrine, or diſcipline, to offend 
hol © Lord or Laird : ſuch good Chriſtians, ſuch Jehoſhna's, Nehemi- _ 
inh 43 Eſ:rs's,are to be much made of, for the cauſe of God. I ft 
Wa ig lay, never Biſhop or Arcabithop in England, or Scotland , 
un 3 uſed more authority, nor did ever carry themſelyes ſo arrogant- 
ea | ) Mards the meanelt of rheir Clergy, as theſe men do over their 
aki | Mpler brethren, I come nowar laſt to 


þ Ar 7 he Gener ct Aſſembly. 


ee: Hisis the Great and High Sanh-drim; the laff ref 9/18:100 of faith is The Preroga- 
\ kno} 2 almoſt inthis aſſociate body. Here Chritt fits in the Higheſt "ive of this | * 
apifhh 22ry and Digniry he can upon earth, Here is the w!timate deciſion Sou, 

n: #} ll controverſies. Here you-may find really thar fancied infallibi- 

»lowl 7 of the Pope. The JuriſdiQion in this is univerſal, in all con- 

ima meth Ecclefraſtica, Eccleſraſtico:, and what concerneth all Tempo- 

emet, , a 11 ordine ad S piritzaltas 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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indepen» The authority of it is ſoveraign, independent fromany, derived tg 
Wes of ® them by truſt immediately from Chritt; to him alonethey are accoy. 
yOu: table. Whoſcever obeyerh not this Soveraignty, is to be Excommy. 
| | nicate ; the Maziftrate is at their Command, and,as they preſcribe 
to puniſh in Eftare, in Body, in Lifeand Dearh ; If rhe King obey 

not, He is to be Excommunicated ; and,to ſtrengthen this, the Ng. 
bility, Gentry , Colle<&ive-oody, nay every individnal perfonis t 
concurre, to compell and cenſure him torne utmott of his power, t 

' puniſh, to derhrone, to un-King, to kill &c. Let us come and ſeelioy 
| _ This c00dly Judicatorie is mace UP. | 
4 ages It is compoſed, I. Firit, of re Commitſ;oners ſent from all the 
bed, ©” Presbyteries of the Kingcom. Wiich(as I hear and am informs) 
FE. is thus ordered. Every Presbytery ſendeth out rwo Preaching E- 
ders, and a Lay-Elder. By this it eemeth that the Clergy hat the 
advantage. 2. Secondly, therefore conſider, that belides the Con- 
miſſioners from Presbyteries, there cometh from every Burrow and. 

| Corporation one Commiſſioner ; and Edenbargh, for ſome ſpiritul 
: prerogative ho doubt, is honoured and priviledged to ſend ty, 
3. Thirdly, the Univerlities and Colledges ſend their Commiſſioner, 

which for the moſt part are not Doctors nor Miniſters, but Lay-Me 

and Graduares in Liberall Arts and Sciences. This will g0 rear to 


equall che number of Lay-Commiſſioners to that of Preacling 
| Miniſters, 

How tbe King 4+ The King.is.a member conftitnent too,and ſhonld be there &/þ » 
Is a member of ther perſonally by himſelf, or virtuaih and repreſentatively, 1n, or by 
ir, and of no his Commiſſioner. He hath one voyce too, and that affirmative only, 


toy rmove In what Capacity they admit the Kins to be a, memoer conſtituent 
Ruling Elder, of this Spiritual Court, I know not well if they be agreed upon It 


** Some hold, that he is there as Princeps-mm:17irums By this I lee bes 
the firſt gentleman there, and,it may be , *hath the right hand tov, 
Some ſay, as a Repreſentative of the Civil body of the Kingdome,ad 
ſits there in that capacity. All of ttem agree in this, thar he is bound 
by his own Preſence, or Commithoners, to ſee and provide t!lat 00 
diſturbance or violence be offered. | 

The King if preſent, and His Commiſſioner if abſent , have 
much- honour indulged to Him, that He or His Commiſſioner miſ' 
have four, or five, or [ix «fi ants for advice ; but theſe Synodicll | 
Fathers give their indulgences with ch circumſpect prudence, tht] 
to preſerve Chriſt's honour, and their own,entire, the King, or Hi 
Commiſſioner may debate and adyiſe with His Councell,or AMR 3 


or deſire any of them to ſpeak,while matters are in debat ing;But when 


contrary to the King's voyce, nay to His mind and Conſcience, He muſt execug 

' is boutid to put it in Execution : for Poteſtas juris is radically in the *2cir come | 
; | ' . L . 

whole Afterably, the King bath no more but Poteſtatems Falti, to be though the 


. determine ir, and never to con{ider or refle& upon the danger of 


of every Aſſembly , the Preſident appointeth the day and place for the Aﬀeml 
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* commerl to the deciſion and determination by voyces (and plura- 
lity of voyces makerh the decree) the King has onrly one voice, and 
that «firm ative onelys not Negative. 

By this it is certain, that if the creater part of voices determine The King | 


mands, al- 


: | 
an Executioner Ke! Tudicate, of the decrees ; otherwiſe, He is cenſu- be ag1inſt 
rable ; and if He be obſtinately refratory, He is not worthy to hold Conicicncey 
His Crown. | | 

The King preſides too, as they confefſe ; but ſo, that it is only ci- | 
villy, and in His civil capacity. | | 

IfI be not miſtaken, yet IT darenot avouch this confidently, the 
Kings hath not Power to propoſe any taing ſpiritual, or that concern- 
eh the Church ; bur;zif He do it, it muſt be done by the Right Fa- 
ther of the Aflembly , the 2oderator. This I dare to ſay, that nei- 
ther che King, nor His Commiſſioner,can hinder or oppoſe the pro- 
poling of any thing they think concerneth the Kingdome of Jeſus 
Chriff. For this were no free general Aſſembly, and to limit the holy 
me of 1ſrar]. Nay if the thing propoſed conceived by them to be 
$piritual, be ſo twiſted with the things civill,that the ordering or e- 
fabliſhing of ir may carry along with 1t a change and diſtemper in the 
State and Government, or import danger to the-King and Crown ; 
The Moderator, or any Commilhoner, hath power to propoſe it, 


King, State, or Kinsdome, and that for God and Chriſt's glory. 5: 
The proper, natural, and right Preſident of this Seraphical Judi- Theproper} 
catorie, is one of the Preaching Eldersalthough we obſerved before, Ne pig 
how Lay-men, as Buchanan, Melvil, Bruce, have been Moderators ) A 
a Lay-Elder now cannot be Moderator. ; VER 
Here is the Legiſlative power, here is the Soveraignty of Chriſts: 
Kingdome, here is the higheſt Tribunal and Judicatory of Chriſt 
upon the Earth ; from which to perſon, no office, no condition of 
creature is priviledged; from it lyerh no appeal. : 
The Kings hath no Power to appoint the time or place of this Aſ- 
{mbly, bur once ayear it muſtneceſlarily meer. And at the cloſe They indi& 


the nexr. If any great Exigencte really,or in their faniie intervening, by their ow 
requireththe meetins of a generall Aſſembly before the time derer- PP 


he vaſt power Whatſoever power the Pope unjuſtly uſurpeth » The Catholick 
bis court, Church, or fer virtull and Repreſentative, An ecumenical councell, 
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Ents of faith WOrſhip, government ; Judges of hzrelie, idolatry, ſaperitition, of 


U worſhip, the bigheſt points of Orchodox and Catholic: my{teries, of the Þ 
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guned, the Commiſſioners from the Aſſembly ire to make remon. 
ſtrance of it unto the King. 


juſtly challengetn ; this general Aſſembly vindicaterh to it ſelf, on] 
 Aathiritative, DY WA) of authority, within the Circ! of tat Kins- 


I - 


Ws OT d 
dome and Nation ; yet Conſ*n{rve, and Charitative , to extend to All 


Neighbour-Churches in the World ; whatever it be tar concerneti, - 
fide, cultum, Regimen, &Cc. credends, ogenda. J 
— Andyer if this infallible Supreamn Jadicatorie would reſerve toi: | ne 
_ felf thatjuriſdiction is due to men in Sacred Orders, and whichin- | wm 
trinſecally, radically, and originally is in them ex_ vi Ordinz:, al- | be 
tough Presbyters intrude upon higher callings, and rhey place all || th 
Eccleliaſtical power, at leaſt communicate it to Lay-People, the iÞ th 
Prince's condition were tolerable : Nay,'if they did only trench up- i} © 
on what is due to Soveraignty, and with which he is inveſted fron :| 0 
__ God Almighty , which is refrained ad Extiramm hominem, and Ex- wn 
ternum Regim-n, although Soveraignty by it be brought imto ftraiter | 40 
and narrower bounds ; a King might be in ſome poor condition, al- | 
though Robbed of H's Right. Rur when they come to this, that is J|þ { 
ordine ad ſpiritualia, inorder to ſpiritual chings, they will give the I} Þ 
King Lawes, repeal His Lawes, command and expe& performance ||| | 


and obedience, otherwiſe excommunicate; and if a King negle& Þ 


's) 


that Excommunication, inc'te itferiour Magiſtrates, Nobles, and "| & 
NJ - : ; DE . 3 
Commons, to bring Him in order, to compell and, force him; Hes Þ 
ina worſe condition nncer this Soverzignty , than under the Pops, MF 


by how much, ir is worſe to a Kins to be ſabjeRed ro an unramed fus 47 


, Y1ous Beaſt, che Multicudegrhan to the tyranny of O12 i; 


«ki we © q 


w All theſe Lay-Elders, all theſe Commiiſioners from Corpor: tions * 
- - N : ; ? ” | 
OS , and Burrowes, are de jure divins as fully Julges in ai! matters offaith,}. 
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crofleit and ſubtil'eX Hare" es, Arianifm, Aininianitim, Macedonia" Þ 
niſm, Montaniſn , Socianifm, Anabaptiſm , ©'c. 25 a3 mani {4-4 
cred Orders there; HaVe V5 272 deiiberativg'n, U.Ce4 decifrocge, pa7eay 
debating, diſcutive voyce, and concarre a3 m Cc: wth rhe ht E: 
ence of their voyce to p: eſcribe and 5ive us NN 7 (an F1oi, c1/ttr, pt f 


/it/e,a Confeſſion of faith,a preſcripr for worflip,Cauos lor 5overty 3 


ment and diſcipline,as ever Biſhops had in lawful C.uriftfar Cancels 


(B:ſhops , limbes and members of Antichriſt, are no part of ic) * 


z 
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+ 
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Now | 
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JP oonlider next, what is the Soveraione power of thts hizh S,zzhe- Thc power 

6 xt; im ; Y . ry” a «41 , : => LL, : E . _ 

23% 1! ttev woald in Criſtian moderation aflume, no more to Sanhedrim 

my 3 In ? . X a F. : NOT p _ N + ! } | | y 
F ZWme ves, but only a dir Hive p577, and by humble Remonitrances aſſamech to ir 
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- 
2 


that capacity meerly, as Commiſſioners of Burrowes. Look npon 


p Mlpplications » With that reveieice is die to Soveraignty and ſel 
4 pity, Petition the King roanimare their Acts, Canors, an1 Con- 

i 3 { ) Shop j ! * ; - » L 5's ; : ; 
JPtions with the infltence of his L5i{larive power, this were fair 


. 


Ie 
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(21) | : 


Now is forgotten that ofthe Councell of Chaltcdon, Concilium E- , 
piſceporiam ef 5 and that old Barbarous , but ' Chriſtian enough 
'yerie | 
Tte foras Laici, non eſt vols lycres jet. | 
 Imould gladly aske of one of theſe Rabbies and great Maſters in Commiſſioner 
Ikal, how commerh it that the Commiſſioners of Barrowes (it there, of Burrowes 

, S657 . TE I? : are there only 
roylerchere? Are they toozde jxro divino , by divine right? If they in a Lay-capa 
anſwer , thar fuch are choſenasare, or have been, Lay-Elders :-I city, 
rejoyne ;the Lay-Elders come in that capacity only , as Commitho- 
ners of tae particular Presbyterties : Theſe are not members conſtt- 
ments of the Presoyreric 1a tar capacity , that they are, or have 
been, Lay-Elders; bur haye right and interett tn this high Court in 


tier acts of general Aſſembly, and you will find, rhat_ it authorizes. 
Commithoners from Burrowes to be parts-conttiruent of this Judica- 
tory, 924 t4tes, as ſent from rhe Burrowes. 


Fe tiem? In Seftons they are not ; In tew Prez>yreries they be.; 
{0r, 1: there, in ſome other capacic e, Tn general Alenmblies, ifany 
5 KR, ilicy appZar as Commiſtioners irom tve Univerity, in this ca- 
Wctyony, Ang many r mes it is ſee: rhar Profeflars of Philoſophy 


+-AgainT aske,Szeins you make Doftors one of yo'ir four toly Fun- ere 
wh: : Yb (Ez 4 | bo » n-3 T7 . y 4: | . : 4 , i 9W 5 
*Qi0s Eccieliaitical, conſtirnted by Chriſt, jn what Tadicatorie-find - 
l 


1*, 
L 

i Þ- 
4 


which this 


neo. "Tv: , - > 
ger. Barzhy your favour, no ſooner have they enacted it here, 


Wc {00n as It 15 folemialy intin:ted,, which is , by returning to e- 
W.bc5bytery » Wit; it's Commiſ.ioners, a .Copie of the Atts, 
FrSind Ordinances, and by the Presbhrerie's order every Mini- 
Carl prbIſhe.! chem inthe Pariſh, Church ; all chings 5 done 
Sex w.:2 1 Pote ftative Power, by the influence theſe Orders 
EVeirom that JL 7if-tjve Pope Chriit bach entruſted them vrich 
pn fs bs PN UE POAng > > oapanes if DC 111 | 
WORSE HL, 453 WY I8 CS OFGC! CLOIC Ot repeal 2 itan- 
] W Law > All diovGurzars are liavle to ail Egcleliatical cenſares, 
| 1 cdl: gem and. 
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(23) 
and thay forthwith be proceeded againſt, even till they be 4e/pveri i 
_ ter tntd the handsof the Devil. ng OO 
{They are4= + This Aſſembly is above the King: to them he' ought to give an 4; 
Dove the © nt of His faith : to their Confeſſion of faith He mutt conform hi 
Kings, andall ;. Re EY . . : 'f. xr Orm hin: 
Soverajgnty, ſelf ; to their orders He muſt give obedience; otherwiſe He is excom. 
__— municable, depoſable. I fear you ſcarce believe me : yer truly wn 
verenda retego, ſed inverecunda confato. T diſcover not the nakednek, 
of the Father , the ſhame of Brother , nor Friend ; would to Gy 
the teners and practices were buryed in Hell, and the maintainers re. 
gained to God by true repentance, and forfakins their wayes: I (if. 
cover only things that are paſt all ſhame, and which our Church © 
never own. Sir, if you will hardly believe mein this, let me give 
- their aſſertions in this caſe, and rheir conformable prattice. 
Tf they cannot Tr js their conſtant Catholick Tener, that if the King, Queen Re. 
| reform by the gent or ProteRor, or whoſoever heor ſhe is, in whoſe Perſon Soje 


=, tp8M o- Taignty is fixed, or in whoſe Perſon it is repreſentatively fixed, on 
ther means by a fiduciary truſt, during the non-age of the Prince or Princek; 
| Cf, will not ſubmir himſelf to this holy Scepter, will nor, accordingtois 
preſcript, reform Religion, preſerve it in its integrity, any man 
men are bound fo do it at their dire&tion. I ſpare Martin Jmin: 

faith in this, that there is no authority above the Brotherhool 

«No Magiſtrate ( ſaith he ,Thef. 17, 18, 22. ) may lanfulhmaa| * 
« r deform the lody of Chriſt 5 which is the Church ; no lauful Chad 

<« Guvernment ts changeable , at the pleaſure of the Magiſtrate 54} 

« ceſſity all Chriſtian Magiſtrates are bud to receive this Govern 

Nor will I inlift upon Vigginten's aſſertion ; That <2hat the Hi Ir 1 

* therhood cannot obtain by ſuit and diſpute,the People muſt Lring it tpdilÞ yy 

« You delire the tenets and praRices of the Church of Scotladonl ,, 

The Scots maintain, that if the King, or Queen , will not relon 

Religion may Religion,they may take upon them by violence and power to rela 


be reformed or jt, This they have learned of their Grand-father Knox, as you My ,,; 
preſervedby 4d in an Epiſtle of his,writren from Dijepe. Anno 15 57.And KnxBF 7 


- fror. pag. 213. What is lawful for Reformation, is lawful for preſent 
tion of Religion. | | | | 
1, And here they begin with the Nobles : and determil F 
Fiche King down, Nvblemen cught to Reform Religion , if the King will nit. 


app. 25. Again,That God hath appointed the Nobility to bridle the al 
nate appetites of Princes, and in ſo doing, they cannot be accuſed, 4 reþ 
of authority, Knox, Hilt. 343. And, That it i thejr duty to repreſ Tu 
rage and in(olency of Princes. Knox, app. 33. | 


will nor, the 


Nobtes may. 


& 


PS Frelate, Malignant ; nay, a King, if He ſtand our an Enemy to God, of his power, 


Went of ſuch crimes as touch the 11ijeſty of Gid, doth not x ne t0 


mh of their power, the injury dune againſt God's Majeſty. To this pur- 
- of Joke they alleadge the examples of Phineas., who in his zeal killed 

the Adulterers : Of Ehad, who in the ſame zeal* killed ZEg- 
in his private Chamber, (remember he was a King): Of Jzel, who 


(23): 

2, Inthe ſecond place, if the Nobles will not doſjt,7 he People and If neichef _| 
(mmonalty may reform Religion, at the order and direGtion of the Brother- RINK hot No®| 
nd, Knoxzto the Commonalty. fol.49, 50. The Communalty, by their power , Ne os peo- 
my bridle crael beaſts 5 (They mean Prieſts and Prelates) Knox to the 
Commonalty. fol. 5 5. TheCommonalty may lawfully require of their Soveraign 
have irae Preachers ; and if he be n:gligent , they may. themſely:s provide | | 
ther, maintcin them, defend them, againſt all that do perſecute them , and | 
may detain the profits of the Church-livings from the other ſort 5 That is | 
to lay, Prieſts, Papiſts, Prelates,and Maltgnants. Knox Com.fol. 55. 

3. Inthethird place, if they come to the happineſs to have No- 1 Nobles ind 


| 

{| 
les and Commons obedient to their commandements, for reformati- Commons | 
n, or preſervation of true Religion (which muſt be ſo as they fan- Joyn, there is. 
fe) I am deceived , if they allow not more violence and eſteem it ®*P< of ſome, || 
nore piety, zeal, and juſtice. Their Tenets are z The Commonalty con- 
ering with the Nobles, may compel to ceaſe from their tyranny. Knox to. | 
the Commonalty. fol.47. Again, The Nobility and Commonalty, onght to. | 
rfam Religion, and in that caſe may rem3ve from honours, and may pon | 
ſe, Knox, app. fol. 28. 30. | [ 
4 Inthe fourth place, if che Nobles will not joyn wich. the Peo- Taferjor Mazis| 
ple or Commonalty in the reformation, or preſervation.of true Reli- ſtrares and | 
gion, at the dire&tion of rhe Minifſtery, the inferior Magittrates may, 66g may | 

; Þ Ba | 
5. Inthe fifth place, before ſo good a work be not done,if Nobles, Every. Indivi- | 

othe whole, or greateſt part of | d is 
ent, aſſiſting, and aiding to ſo good a work ; Every individual man na, ue! 


gredcer ſuceels| 
ſh 4 God hath condemned, Deut, 13. Of what eſtate, ccndition, or hononn - 
ad ſhould do it. Knox. Hiſt. p. 217. 
e Commonalty will no be--oþedi- dual inthis | 
nd perſon is bound to advance this good work, to kill Papift, Prieſt, ;, the um 


' 
h 


j 
} 
! 


: 
! 


ad Chriſt, and cannot otherwiſe be reclaimed, or removed, nox by to intend and 
lut, or diſpute gained to the right way, ( I dare ſay, their docrine utes. 
kids to this ) ſee Knox app. fol. 30. where ronndly he faith , The py- POO 


Tings and chief Rulers only, but alſo to the whole body of the People, and to 
wry member of the ſame, torevenge the injury done againſt God, Again, 
kehim fol. 35. The People are boxnd by oath to God, to revenge, to the ut= 


led Siſera ; of Hatathias, who in zeal killed a Jew for committing 


of Idolatry; andwho in the ſame zeal at the fame time killed the 
King's Commiſſioner, Sir, put theſe things rogethet, and ſee, whets 
this Soyeraigh Supream Eccleſiaſtical Judicatory hath ſuch dominion 
and power over mens Confſciences, .that being direed by their M;. 
niſtery , they are bound to do to the utmoſt of their power for refor- 
mation and preſervation. of Religion, What facred Perſon of an 
King canbe ſecured? What man offending againit the Majelly of 
God (which is as they fanfie many times ) may not Le taken away 
by one like to a Ravilliach? What Conmifſioner or Counſellor of the 
King butin doing his belt ſervice to his Maſter, he may be Roned like 
to Adorar, andall this go in popular efteera currant for good ervice 
- andextraordinary zeal to God and his Cauſe, 2 
41} of as mt= +6. Inthe ſixth place upon thoſe grounds, Covenants and Confete. 
ly 3s __ _ racies come'in to ſtzengthen all, ro joyn purſes, perſons, wit, and 
A A wa ſtrength, Contra onmes  mortales, Regia Mrjeſtate non excepta , againk 
'mbine for King and Biſhop, Prince and Prelate, to the defence of the good 
ing ebis Cauſe; with a comvinition, every one to be aiding, aſſiſting and nuin- 
|[ork. taining one another in ſo good a cauſe. | 


| 


4 


lhe Confede- 7. In the laſt place cometh their Orders for reformation or pre- 

ies my by ſeryation, and'that by themſelves and the colleRive body, or any al- 

| x BE fociates whatſoever, without reſpe&, reverence, or obedience tothe . 

PF * Soveraignauthority of the Prince. | 

IraQic:sup- The thi is clearly ſeen in Mr. Knox his proceedings, for after 

2 the Tenets, that by his Letter, which we mentioned before written to Scotland, 

= Anno, 2557. from Diepe, and otherwiſe, he had infuſed the above 
named principles into many, an oath of confederacy was taken & - 
mongſt them, and ſubſcription under their hands to ſome agreement. 

 Fhis gave- life to that rumultuary Reformation, much {ſtrength being 
added to it, by the cohcurrence of rhe Sacrilegious, hoping thus to 
ſwallow up the Charch-revenues , which is more rhan cerratnwas #- 
Sainſt Knox his mind, .and the firſt Reformers. As we deplore grett | 
lofles the Church had by this reformarion,and dothank God heartily 
for his admirable bounty and mercy in the sood of trarh we got by! 
yet we wil: never wrong Reformed Relision ſo much as to account 0 
char as an orderly Reformation; we deny nor, but ir was attended wit 
much Sedition, Fa&tion,and Rebell:on. | 

ders of Re-3 Anno 1558. without the authority of Soveraignty , nay , wichout , 

mation pre- theknowleds of it,theſe Confederates, at the dire&ton of their Mint 

þbcd witbout ery nmreſcribed Orders for Reformation of Religion to be obſerved 


anborityot pracifed throughout the whole Kinsdom. See Kzox ſtory, p-277: 
eLAHgntyY, - 2.8 - The 


— — A 


move from thence againft ſuch a day, or then they would eject them thejr Orders. 
by force. Knox, ibid. ee FR | | 

Within very ſhort time after, a Parliament being holden by the They proteſt | 
Queen Kegent, ( Queen aries Mother , and great. Grandmother againſt King | 


Vithin two or three dayes equal three of them to the ground. --Sir, 


In Fife, Angus, Mornss, Stirling, Lowthian,&c, and through the whole 


(25) 


They g0 farther : they wrir amImperious Letter, to. the Religious They charge | 


5 ib x | IP | FIR | their adverſe | 
hoaſes, in the azz? of the Congregation, commanding all of them to re- party to obey | 


to- our zractous Soveraign) they make a Proteltation , that except _ 4 mY 6 
they had their delires, they would go on intheir iarended courſe of * * | 
Reformation ; that neither they , nor any that joyned with them , | 
ſhould incurr therefore any danger in life, or lands, or other Ci- 
yilPenalries; and that if any violence hapned in perſuit of thoſe mat- 
ters, they ſhould chank chemſelves. Iris very obſervable, they were _—_ 
all bound in that confederacy to affift and ftrengrhen each orher.in | 
that courſe. See Knox Hiſt. pag. 256. Firſt, here you have the Di- | 
retion of the Miniſtery, Next you have a Confederacy and bond of 

mutual defence. Thirdly, you have Orders and Decrees agreed up- | 
onin common. Fourthly, you have Warrants iſſued out to make or 
forceall to be pur in execution. Fifthly, you have a Proteſtation, and | 
tharathreatning one too, againſt the Queen Regent and whole Par- | 


| 


lament. Sir, az e choſe things conſiſtent with Monarchie ? what Scri- 
pture? whar Father ? what pra&tice of the Church doth warrant ſuch 
aReformarion ? os 
; Come on, and you ſhall haye them anon 1n open contemning They contema| 
wweraign Authority. The Queen Regent, to ſuppreſs theſe begin- Soveraign aus | 
nings, aad to nip them inthe bid, cites them to appear at S!i-ling. thority, 
They appear nor, They are our-lawed : all men under pain of Trea- | 
ſon are inhibired ro affift them. There is no obedience, but all in the | 
Cn aahd 2dhere to them. I cannot, for my part, Juſtifie- this 
Vwinty. '; IF \ om er ee 7 
From diſobedience and contempt, they are guilty of uſurping the They uſurp ; 
Royal power : for very ſhortly after, Anno 1559. immediately after Royal power. | 
avermon Preached by Knox in Saint- Johnſtown, at his exhortation and | 
dreftion, they fall to the pulling down of the Religious Houſes, and 


Canit appear that by Holy Writ,or Reaſon, ſuch Popular tumultuary 
reformations are warrantable ? Is it not intrinſecally inherent inthe | 
Crown, or whereſoever Soveraignty is fixed ? And ſo they proceeded 


Kingdom, See Knox Hiſt. p. 263. Here were many goodly and rich 
Churches ſpoyled, robbed, and-calt _ ops i 2% Ba | * AF. 
$4 \frer 
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They renounge Aﬀer this rhey difclaim Soveraign Authority, except it be ac the 
theic lawful - pfeaſe, and have their deſires. . The Queen Regent threatneg q 
proveraign. Johnſtown, where this diforder was firit ated. They of the Confeqs 
racy writ to her in plain rearms, © That except ſhe ſtayed from thy 
E-- « c-yelty; they Howld be conppelled to take the Sword of juſt defence; an br- 
| © © refed, that, withont the Reformation-which they deſired, they wuld wy 
| | E be ſubjelt to an) mortal man. See Knox, pag. 265. 

[They command More followed, By a Letrer they cite all cheir Brethren to repij 
all che Bro- rinto them; and rhar you may know that thetr Letters were Auth 
{therbood to be rirative Commands, and that all che aurboriry is from the independey 
abun. $02-:raignty of the Charch, conſider how they write to the Nobili, 
upon,paitiof Excommunication to joyn with them, Knox ibid, py, 
268, 269; 2/72, | | 

They are obey= How much! this Ecclebaſtical Soversignty did exalt it (elf aboy 
d; the Queens the Civil, is more then apparent in this, taat when an Heraldin hz 
Herald is abu- Coat of Arms, commanded all men under pain of Treaſon, to retry 


| 
| 
| 


| obeyed that charge, bur went forward to cheir aflociates, Hales uy 
fitenters renm Knox, pag. 274. WE 
They denounce They denounce Warr too, which was ever judged to be the pea: 
yarr againſt [jar ſpecifick Prerogative of Soveraignty, for they writ to the B. ſhop 
heir adver=- and Clergy, That except they deſiſted from d-aling againſt them, thy 
_ would, with all force and power, execute juſt vengeance and puniſhment um 
E- thers + and that they would begin the ſame warre, which God communie 
1/7ael ty execnte againſt the Canaanites. Which manner of proceeding 
| they termed a retiſting of the:Enemy, Knox Hiſt. 275, 276. 
Prey will hezr The poor Queen Regent was brought to an Accommodation, and 
pf no peace,but the Afſembly: art St. Johnſtown was diſmifſed. Bur at their parting, 
ranch they entred into a League by Oath, that if any one Member ofthir 
For muray ©0gregation (this in the Scottifſhis equivalent ro Eccleſia) ſhould be 
leſence, troubled, they ſhould all concurre, a/ſift,and convene again together, fi 
the defence of the ſame, Knox,pag. 283. 

The Queen Regent finding this Soveraignty overbear Her's, and 
ehe Peace of the Kingdom ſhaken, by a Declaration publiſhed and 
proclaimed, teſtified her deſire of Peace, and deſcended ſo mul 
that really it was only a Requeſt. They ſcorned it, would none of it 
confuted it by another, did exhort thoſe of their Fation to excoura! 
themſelves inthe Lird, ts ſtand upon their guard like co the re-bul- 
ders of Hitr»ſalez and the Temple, with the Sword in one handjand 
the Bible in another, wherein theys pave the: Queen many _ 

n+ ; ye, 


eds ro their houſes, by publique ſound of Trumper in Glaſgop ;no ma | 
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| andit. To deal clearly, God is my witneſs, I am no Papiſt, bue do ab- 9 tbatis called 


(27) 
Lye, and abuſed her with reproachfull and contumelious ſpeeches. 
The Subjects that continue their obedience are honoured with no 
herter tearm then to be called 7he Queens Fattion. You may read this 
a leiſure and pleaſure in Knox Hiſtory, pag. 330,333,362,364. Nay, 
hey renounced their obedience unto Her, proteſted that whoſoever 
ſhould take Her part, ſhould be paniſked as Traitors, whenſvever God 
fold put the Sword of Taſtice into their hands, Knox Hilt.p. 364. 
Atlaſt they riſe to che higheſt pitch of Rebellion, and Anno 1 560. Theydepole che! 
they depoſe che Queen Regent, the pre-dererminarion being given, Wen Regeac, 
thatic was lawfull tor them to do fo, by Mr. Knox and Mr. Filcocks. 
This is upon record yet in that Kingdom, and is fet down by Mr. 
Ku himſelf, Hiſt. pag. 372. 378. And it is obſervable, thar the 
Queen, if I remember right, lived but a moneth, or little more, after 
this pious act. 
Sir, you will now ſay, that I ſpeak roo hardly of our firſt Refor- The Author's | 
nersand Reformation, and would know, What is my opinion of them modeſt opinion 
horre Popery as much as any, and thar I am no Pariran the other Jad pong pon. 
party will witneſs for me. I am bound to ſpeak the truth in my heart: ang, 
andto give ſome farisfation, I ſay, r. Firtt, as T am able, I bleſs and 
praiſe God molt heartily, that we were delivered from the Popes Ty- 
ranny, and that groſs egyptian darkneſs we were under : which I 
aſcribe ro the admirable wiſdom, and infinicely tranſcendent goo1- 
teſfsof God. 2. Next, I leave the men to God's mercy ; bur for the 
nanner of proceeding, the way they took, I dare nor, I will not ap- 
prove it: but will ſay with Jacob,1n concilium eorums ne veniat anima mea, 
3. Thirdly, I daily, heartily,bewail char,that roo roo much Idolized 
Reformation in an exceſlive hatred againſt Popery, did run too much 
tothe other excream ; that the goodly Order and Government neceſ- 
ary of the Church was ſhouldered out ; the publick Service and 
Worſhip of God, with it's decency, reverence and comelineſs, was 
much defaced,diſgraced; that goodly,ſtately and rich Churches,were 
abuſed, robbed, and equalled to the ground ; and that the Church 
Fatrimony was dilapidared : And yet this was not ſo much done by 
lte firſt called Reformers, as by their Diſciples, e/£t45 parentune 9k 
Mw avis. | 
- Itfeareth me, beſides that God is puniſhing our preſent (ins, thar, 
} this ſcourge, which is guilded with the ſpecious, bur ſpurious 
Cmpellation of a glorioze, thorow,ſecond-Reformation, he is in the ſame 
bllce puniſhing rhe ſins of that YOON For my 7p; 
2 judge 


Praftice of 
miſchief done 
by private 
men, & coms« 
mended by 
them, 


(23) | 
judge verily, that Church had never an orderly and watrantableRe. 
formation, till it was happily begun and. advanced by King Jay, 
when he rook the Government in his own hands, and was liketo cons 
ro a great perfe&tion under the Government of our moſt gracious $g. 


veraign King Charles. Although I deny not but the ſeeds of trut | 


were ſown by Hamilton, Wiſtheart, Mylne, and others, who befyr 
Knox his time did preach truth, caſt down the-errors of Rome in the 


' peoples hearts, were far from {tirrins upthe Snbjedts againſt lawfyl 


Authority, and like the ancient Martyrs, did ſuffer patiently and fe 


the truth of the Goſpel with their blood. If Knox and his Complicy 


had kept in this way, I am certain that Church had been morehapyy, 
nor had we ſeen ſuchrobbery and deformity in the Cuurch, Sure] 
am; grear, many, and more then. ordinary (ins, in them, and us, af 
our forefathers, have brought us ro be plunged in theſe almoſtjn 


 extricable miſeries : And tit! we proportionably repent, we Cannyt 


look to ſee better dayes, what is disjoynted in State fer aright, and th 


beauty of God's Houſe reſtored ; Which God of his mercy grant 


us, for his only Son Jeſus Chritt. 2 

By whar is ſaid, it appears ſufficiently, that this ſpiritual Soveraigh 
is far above the King's Crown, and what we underroox, to make ther 
practices prove ther tenets, is more then evident: only one rlingrels 
co be proved, that this Soveraignty may authorize any and every pr- 

'vate man to doto the urmott of rheir power tor the Reformationd! 
Religion, to plunder, «ill, cc. 

Sir, I referr-you.to Mr. Knox hiſtory of the Church of Scotlal, 
pag. 143, 144, 145. where relating how Cardinal-Beaton Archbilly 
of Saint Audrews, (a man whom TI juitifie not, neither commend muci) 
was killed by Nir224n Leſley, Fohn Leſley, Petcr Charmichacl, and Jem 
Melvi!, inhis own houſe the Caſtle of Saint Audrews, who were il 
only private Gentlemen; and if you will traſt Buchanan, the caik 
was 4 jarre betwixt N.rman Leſley and the Cardinal ; upon Kms 
faith, the quarrel was, the killing of Mr. George Wiſcheart (3 00d 
man undoubredly.) The Cardinal could have no mercy, although It 


cryed pitifully for it, ſaying, / am 4 Prieſt, ye will not ſl;y m2; Ant | 


I fay, relating this hiſtory, commends the fat of Jrnzes 17-%il, filing 
him with grave and pions words in his mouth, as a godl; fact. Tx 
ſum of the ſtory is, when they eatred the Cardinal's chamber witl 


Lf 
ſome lixreen or ſeventeen more, John Lefl:y, and Peter Charmich | 


fell violently and paſſionately on him, but Famzs Melwil with gravif 
and piety withdrew them, and ſaid : © 77hzs work and Tn , 
} 


(29) ; 
« God (although it be ſeeret) owght to be done with great gravity. And pre- 
«ſenting unto him the point of the Sword, ſaid, Repent thee of thy for- 
« wer wicked life, but eſpecially of thy ſhedding of the blood of that notable 
« inſtrument of God Mr. George Wiſeheart, which albeit the flam: of 
« &re conſumed before men, yet cries it a vengeance upon thee, and we from 
Gd are ſent to revenge it. Fir, here before my God I proteſt, that neither 


U the hatred of thy perſon, the love of thy Riches, nir the fear of any 


« trouble, thou conldeſt have den? tome in particular, moved, or moveth 
« me to ſtrike thee + but only becanſe thou haſt been and remaineſt an 
« ofinate enemy againſt Chriſt Jeſus and his holy Goſpel. And the 
meek man of God, as he is there termed , ſtroke him twice or 
thrice thorow with a ſtog-ſword ; and he fell. I give all this, 
that James Melvill did this in revenge of Mr. George Wiſeheart being 
ſain by the Cardinal; what Divinity will warrant this fat of 
ames Melvil's to. be a good and godly fact (for fo it is noted inthe 

argent) to a private man to marther or kill thusa Prieft, an Arch- 
biſhop of ſo high dignity 2 The reſalr of all is, he did it gravely, in 
cold blood, told him ſo much, rhat he was ſent from God, he had no 

rivate end ; the motive ſtirred him up to this godly fat, was, thet he 
* been and remained ar that time an enemy to Jeſs Chrift and his 
holy Goſpel ; he exhorted him to repentance;and for all his great lins, 
3 Knox Writes the ftory, he allowed him no more time, but ſo mach 
3s was ſpent in his Godly Harans : for immediately after, he was: 
wicethruſt thorow. Burt choſe Seraphical Doors know, NVeſcit tar - 
ia milimina Spiritus Sant ; and the ſpirit can work ſuddenly, Inter 
6 & ofam;[nter Pontem & Fontem,eſpecially where and when rhey are 
ſent of God to do ſuch great good works. But this is prote/#atio contr a 
fafum ; Whatever Mr. Mclvil ſaid in his Proteſtation, Knv.v doth 
witneſs, that the Cardinal being murthered, they ſeized upon the Ar- 
tillery and Ammunition, wherenith that Fortreſſe was plentifally furniſhed, 
ind likewiſe upon the rich hangings, houſhold-ſtuffe of all ſorts, Apparel, 
Cupes, Jemels, ornaments of Churches, great tire of Gold and Silver- Plato, 


efides no ſmall quantity of treaſure in ready Coyn- 


| Tcould inſtance ſome prattiſes abour the time of the Parliament 
n Au 1621. commonly called the Marqueſs of Fmilton's Parlia- 
ment, but becauſe chat will only refle& upon ſome particular perſons, 
I paſs it willingly and wittingly. | 

Itis moſt certain, when the pious and learned Doors of A'erdern, 


| Ud demand of the Patriarchs of this late Covenant, why they did 


dot by Preaching, Printing, CR, or ſome rea!l deed, expreſs 
| 3 (1108 


their deteſtation 'of that horrid fa&t done by the Rafcalty-rout gf 
Edenlurgh the 23. of July, 1637. where, art the firit reading of the 
Service there, a great many Biſhops being-in the Cathedrab -hurch, 
the Serving-women roſe barbarouſly within the Church, .did thray 
cheir ſtools at the Biſhop of the place, and the Dean, who was of. 
ciating ;did cry out moſt horribly, that the Maior, Aldermen, ang 
others within, could hardly compoſe it for a long time ; and the 
worlt and baſeſt of the People, who were without, did throw in 
oreat ſtones at the glaſs-windows, the dores being ſhure. Aﬀer the 
arilins of the commotion, to prevent more tumulr and danger, ang 
when Service and Sermon were done, the Biſhops, Maior and Alder- 
men going home with the Lord Chancellor and ſome BB. artending 
his Grace, the Biſhop, and Dean of Edenbargh, with others, were 
well nigh Roned in the ſtreets : when,I ſay,it was demanded of theſe 
Apoſtles, why rhey did not condemn this unchriſtian barbarous out- 
rage, voyd of Piety and Reaſon, and withour any example in the 
Chriſtian Church, the ſum of their anſwer was, and to this day is 
Thar ſuch a zealous people were to be left to their own warrant, 
they knew not by what Spirit they were governed, God worketi 
creat works many times by baſeft means : and yet thoſe Nobles,thok 
zealous, thoſe intelligent and knowing Chriftizns (whereof manyot 
chem in Edenlurgh were known Coal-itealers and Whores ) werethe 
firlt ative Inſtraments in this glorious Reformation, 1 confeſs, this Di 


vinity is ſo tranſcendenr and Metaphylical, rhat it exceeds my capi- | 


City, and is fo fruitfull upon any occalion to work all or the greatel 
of miſchiefs, that I do not ſee how it can conliſt with peace or ſafety 
of King, Kingdom, Church, or of any entruſted with greateſt trul 
in Church or State. Sir, I believe any rational man may ſee by this 
how ſuperlarively this ſpiritual Signory is above King -and Roy 
Soveraignty. I leave it to your own judgement and memory torecot 
le& ir, and ro bring home the concluſion, that this Goyernment Ec 
cleliaſtical is inconliſtent with Monarchy, with-che Peace of a King: 
dom, and is, or may bein time, a Mother and Nurſe of as much Re: 


bellion and Treaſon, asany Jeſuitiſm of the higheſt dye,if notmore. 


Certainly, Rowe, although a Whore, and hath a cup of abominatil 

in her hand, is not ſo bad nor ſoabominable ; I pray God to keep all 

g00d Chriſtians clean of both. ag 
.Letus go on ; In Faith, Worſhip, and all ſpiritual things, they i 


dicate to themſelves ſuch a Soveraignty, that Xing, Council, F#- | p, 
HKament, nay all together, mutt not couch the Scepter of Chriftzt | 


—— 


| Wliorize ir, nay ſhe did by her authority oppoſe ir,contradi&t it,cams 


(31) 


2re to determine, define, take cognifance, accuſe, ſentence, puniſh ; 
neither King, nor King and Council, nor King-and Parliament, all, 
muſt aſſume power here; for otherwiſe, it is rointrude upon Chriſt 
and his Right. _ | | 

This Soveraignty is of fo high a ſtrain, fo large an extent, that When they 
whenthey have decreed any thing inthis ſupream infallible Judica- demand the 
tory, that they may have the better obedience, to demand the Kin Rays GY 
and Parliaments approbation ; this is not demanded as a thing arbi- ,yc;. need 
wary, which che King and. Parliament may do or not do; or leavinz ir is only an'a6 
it to-his Royal judgement with the advice of his Parliament, to qua- of courcehe. 
life or re&ifie their Decrees, and Orders; No, no truely ; thart is 
wherray the truft Chriſt hath givenathem, they need nor ſupplicare 
or petition for it, it is in them bur an act of courreſie ro ſhew duti- 
full obedience. And if the King and Parliament will not grant it,they 
xearmed with-as much power from Heaven,asto force them to do ir, 
by Excommunication, and making all good Chriſtians joyn with them 
in God's Cauſe. - 

Sir, I fear you think I ſpeak Liberally. God forbid I ſhould do ir. 
| doubt not but you have read the Scottih Pope's Sermon Preached 
a Veſtzzinſter, and Printed by Order of the Houſe : {ince you have 
t,; I will nor ſpend time and Paper to cite his words, which giveth 
tothe King no more. But to make this appear, I give you ſome un- 
atkrerable reaſons. 1. Ir 1s certain in Scotland, Mr. Knox and his 
Complices ſet on their Reformation without the Queen, . or Queen 
Regent's authority, or che authority of Parliament. For Anno 1558. 
they made their Confederacy ; save out their Orders for Reformati- 
throughout the whole Kingdom. Anno I 559. they ated their Re- An inftance, 
formation,by caſting down Churches, Abbyes, &c.cafting oat Prieſts, 4310 1559. 
bryers, &'c. and all this by their own radical and original power. 
Queen Zary their true and lawfull Soveraign did authorize them in 
Nothin jhe was then in France. The Qieen Dowager, Queen Regent, 
og Jam the fifth's Widow, having the aging. ro by fiduciary 
wn, in regard ofthe abſence of the Queen her daughter ; did not 


Arms againſt it. The Parliament was not till the year 1560. (how 

den for the preſent I cannot tell) but in that Parliament they ſer 
Wa Confeſſion of Paith, reformed Religion : but when they ſent to- 
Ling and Queen beyond Seas- (Queen Mary was then married to 
Yencis the fecond in France)-to confirm or ratifie the Acts thereof, 
fdenyed.: When intelligence was givento the ConfeCarates, they 
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profeſſed they little regarded the denyal of King and Queen ; for, 
fay they,( Knox Hiſt. pag. 500.) All we did was rather to ſhe our dutiful 
obelience, then to Legge of them any ſtrength to onr Religion. | 
bees Another in this kind you have ; In Anno 1571. King Jametha 
Ta nx 


being King, and the Earl of Marre being Regent, an Aﬀembly, ws 
obs holdenat Leith, where,by the Order of the Aflembly, and Ordinance | 
6 of the Regent and Council, ſome Commiſſioners were appointed fron 
the Regert and Council, and ſome from the general Afﬀembly t | 
condeſcend upon a platform of Diſcipline, which was agreedto on 
both lides. The platform is, that the Government of the Church ſl 
be by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Dears and Chapters,@c. The orderand 
courſe of all their Nomination, Ele&tion, &c. is juſt conform totha 
in England at this day, and as it was in Scotland before this zewh 
Reformation. This was enrolled in the Conncel-Books of that King- 
dom, and ſtands there to this day : this I know certainly, and if Ie 
not deceived, aid almoſt I dare fay it,except they have wronged ther 
moſt famous, and their moſt ancient Councils, the plarform is upa 
| Record in the General Afſembly-Boocks. CO ems 
Give me leave to tell you by the way one thing, that the Negdir 
Faith, which is ſine ruga, ſine macula, was framed, Anno 1580, and 
is believed, that in that Negative Faith, Epiſcopacy 1s abjured,as At 
 tichriſtian ; yet Anno 1581. this ſame Government is renewed, ratifich 
aid ordained to continue conſtant, and not to be changed till his 
jeſty come to perfe& age, and to be kept or changed then only i 
what he and his great Council, the Parliament, ſhall rhink fir, andt 
otherwiſe. Before this, the King,his Houſhold,and Council,had fw 
ſcribed the Negative Faith ; can any man, not void of judgement al 
diſcretion, think, that the King, his Honſhold and Council, in fub 
ſcribing it, did judge Epiſcopacy Popiſh and Antichriſtian? 
Next, it is worth your notice-taking, that as I honour the god 
parts which were in Knox and his fellow-labourers, I never accour 
red them as Apoſtles, men ſecured from error ; yet I will fay ſo muc 
for their juſtification, that they were greater Enemies to Sacriledf: 
_ thantheir after-diſciples ; and were not againſt the Order of Epi 
pacy, as Popiſh and Antichriſtian, as Mr. Andrew Adelvil and hisdF 
ciples afterward maintained. Nor were they ſo fooliſh, to ſeclul 
all Church-men from voyce in Parliament: only cheir delire was 
ſeeing the Popiſh Biſhops were allowed to enjoy their Benefics 
and Rems during their life-time, (this was more then our charitw? 
glorious Reformers allowed to their Proteſtant Biſhops new) F 
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Arch-Presbytersthan Biſhops. 


' ories as Chnrchmen, gave their trialls and were collated (as they 


' was no Biſhoprick nor Abbieannexed to the Crown,and conſequent- 


(33) 5 


all other Priviledges except ſpiritual Juriſdiftion, that they. ſhoul 

cot ſit in Parliament as the repreſentative of the Church , but in their 
places ſhould fit the Swperintendents and Commiſſioners of the Charch. 
Which indeed were ſomewhat like to Biſhops , but. reſembled more 


To return again thither from whence we digrefled ; After thar They ſee © 
this platform of diſcipline was ſo agreed and eſtabliſhed, as we told their Diſci- 
before, Mr. Andrew Melvil comes to Scotland about the year 1574, room by the 
or 75. #ltr:=citra. This man; a good Hebrician and Linguift, and © 
full of the Geneva T almud which was now more refined), beginneth 
to ſetPresbyterian diſcipline higher , to make a ſecond book of Policy, 
or devout [maginations,acknowledgeth no more Orders in the Church 
then the Four above named. A Biſhop was no more in Scripture bur 
the ſame identically with Presbyter, And where Abbots and Pri- 
ors tohis time were nominated and admitted to the Abbies and Pri- 


ſpeak) by the ſuperintendents ; This great Door found out ano- 
ther Divinity, that there was no Biſhop but a Pariſh Prieſt ; Scrip- 
tures for Abbots and Priors there were none ſuch in God's book. 
At this time, and,from that they call Reformation to this time,there 


ly not impropriate to any SubjeR, Iris true, Laymen held them #5» 
commendans by the King's gifr, but as men able to do the King and 
Church good ſervice; and before their.xight could be completed 
or perfected , they were to return to te Kins from the Superin- 
rendent a collation or certificate, that he was of that ability ro do g00d 
ſervice tothe King and Church. Men facrilegiouſly diſpoſed graſ- 
ped greedily this dorine, and thanked God that their names as 
Atlbots and Priors were not in the bock_of God. And to have theſe Church- 
lvings and dignities with Biſhopricks annexed to the Crown, and 
rom thence to impropriate them to them and their heirs, they dei- 
hed Mr. 2elvil, and contributed their beſt wits and uttermoſt pow- 
er to raiſe Presbyterial government higher. And by the ſole autho- 
rity of that they call the Church y they besan,withour the King, Coun- 
cell or Parliament's conſent or authority, co diftribute rhe whole 
Kingdome into ſo many Presbyteries, as they thought fir in their di- 
(cretion and by the direRion of the holy Spirit: and did procure 
Mivate ſubſcriprions co their new Book of Policie , and put it in 
praftice. Sir, I hope you are the more apt to believe this, becauſe 
you know in England the diſciplinariansin London-meetings _ 
EN | F - al 


| 


I muſt 
Teach 
ire! 
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end eſtabliſhed their orders in ſecret and not-warrantable Conyen: 


ticles, and much about the ſame time ; and great correſpondence 
was entertained berwixt the Scots and the Engliſh at that time. Hoy 
that book of Diſcipline was praiſed without any atthority, in 
Surrey and Nirthampton-ſkire, and other places, you know well e. 
nough, | 

Now I pray you, Whenwithout Authority , by their own inhe. 


rent radical Right, they make Orders, reform, eltabliſha Diſcipline, 


Do theſe men imasine, that the concurrence of Chriſttan authority. 


_ Soveraigne is abſolutely neceſſary ? or that their demand is any thing 


elſe butan a& of courteſie, when by riemſelves and affiftants they 
may eſtabliſh and praiſe it ? 

This ſecond Book of Policie, Maſter Melvils reformation, is the 
Epecha of our ſecond Reformation. The fruits of which I will rell you 
were, the Annexation of all Biſhoprisks, Abbeys , Priories &c, to 
the Crown, which was efectuared nn0 I 537. 

If you will caſt your eyes upon the third glorious reformation, that 
makes the Popes knees ſhake like Belſhazz-rs, when he did ſee-the | 
hand-writing on the wall, (that is,if we will ſpeak truly, this defor f 
mation which isthe diſgrace of reformed Catholike Religion , and | 
which chreatneth Church and Religion, King and Kingdom with ruin) | 
you will find theſe men have ſuns a note above Ela, have ordered 
and praQiiſed more then all char went before them. Hanc moveren- 
lo Camarinam. IT hopeza better wir and more 'elegant and eloquent 


' pen, ſhall ſometime Anatomiſe this Monſter, and fo lay it opento | 


the view of the world, that it ſhall appear to be no true brood ofthe 
Reformed Catholike Proteſtant Religion. . | 
2, Secondly, another argument to prove that this Superlative $- 


as they veraignty in ſpirit#alils, hath all irs moſt natural Subjetts ar its de- 


votion and obedience, isthis, that whar they command to be Preaci- 
ed, muſt ſound alike in all rheir Synagognes. And whoſoever he bt 
that is the Miniſter of che King*s family, he muft Preach the ſam 
There is no coequal, corrival, or co-ordinate power that can do { 
much as intercedere makethe leaſt ſort of croſſing, oppoſing,or 1nter: 
poſing. Is it nor known hat the Kings 3iniftcr in Scotland, at the dr 
reftidn of this Conclave, when his Councell have been to meet free 
nently for Treaty with Ambaſſadors from forraign Kings, 1p0! 
the Lord's day or Week-daies Sermon before the meeting, 
Teappoies, 3n great freedom of the Spirit, hath told him all che Cour 


ſell of God from Heaven, with a denunciation of Judgmens . :- 


(35) 
Grerve from it. And if tne King had gone to the Church of Edex- 
Iwrzh, a Beardleſle boy had told him more ſound wiſdome from 
Heaven, how to article and conclude in matters of Highelt con- 
cernment betwixt him and Spain , or him and France , than all the 
wiſeſt Councellors and greatett Nobles in the Land : and this, for- 
ſooth, muſt be the King and Councell's rule, 


3- Thirdly, doe they not chalfengero themſelves the ſole power They appe 
to appoynt publike fats, to give the reaſons of it, which ordinarily publike F 


are, that Gods judgments are incumoent and imminent upon 
Church and Kingdom, for the (innes of rhe Governour and Gover- 


nours, and thar the Government is amiſle. And the conſequent or 


effe+ of theſe falts isy too r00 frequently and ordinarily, ſome 
Commorion, Sedition, Rebellion, or, at leaſt , ſome clange of 


Courr, Councel,or Seflion, 


I cannor here paſle by a ſtorie as true as ſtrange. While Kins 


ofthe King, the King for His own and the Frenclr Kings greater 
Honour , ſent on a Satturday forthe Mator and Aldermen of Z- 
denturgh , commanding them the very next Monday to Feaſt the 


' French Ambaſſadors.” The Minitters of Edealnrgh to affront the 


King, and the King of France too, on Sunday intervening indict a 
ſolemne faſt ro be Fept ro morrow on Monday, the day appointed 
the Saturday before by His Majeſty for che entertainment of the 
Ambaſladors. The Magiſtrates of Eden'zrgh proudly contemne 
the command of the ſupream ſpirirual powers , and, our of carnall 
affetion, feaſt the King and the French Ambafladors Royally and 
Nobly on Monday ; When the Minilters and che good'Chriftians of 
Edenlurgh fait, the King, the Ambaſſadors, and Magiſtrates of Eden- 
bergh feaſt 3 6 facinus hirrendam | But to avert Gods judgment from 
the Land, the Maior and Aldermen were cited and convented(here 
was ſome favour that the King aud Ambafladors were not ; but I 
will rell you,it was partiality and corruption , for ſome of the Mi- 
niſters were the Kings Penlioners, and this kept the King free) to be 
cenſured for their high Scandall in contemning fo ſolemn a Faft. 
There was much work : but the King who was the chief and al- 


Moſt folerranſgreſſor, with interpoſed delayes, and much follicita- 


tlon and prudence, took off tie edge of their zeal, andthe purſuir 
ceaſed, / 


4. Thar this Aſſembly is Soveraign in al Spirituals » admits no | 
F 3 | Co-ordinate 


: | 5 A ſtrange 
James was in Scotland, rwo French Ambaſladors had remained ſome front og: 


months there with Him : being ready to depart and rake their leave King Jam 


reaſon is 
urab'le by 
ont by 


ir 


v3 X 


Ys 
. »” > ; 
% 
' 
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. and that. onezconyented before King and Councell, may decline fs 
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Co-ordinate or Coequall power, fatte leſſe a ſuperior,1s cleer in this: 


e Preach- That if any Preacher be Charged before King or Councell for an 


offence to be puniſhed, if they in any caſe cancloath it wirh aſpiri. 
tual reſpectzor circumſtantiate itſo , that it may be qualified for the 
Spiritual High Sanhedrim, the party cited and convented, may and 
ought to appeal to the General Aſſembly, 4s to the Fudge competent Mt, 
Andrew Melvil, if 1 be not deceived, was the firit Spiritual Councel. 
lor of Law, that tavght this way.Ic is certain that what they Preach 
in Pulpic is not cenſurable by King, Parliament, nor Councell, or a 
ny Judge or Judicatory elſe, There betwo.reaſons for it: one is, that 
Spiritus Prophetarum ſubjeQi prophetts, the ſpirit of the Prophets are 
ſubjeR to the P:ophets only, 1 Cor. 14, the other is, whilſt men 
are there 1n that infallible pulpit, they are ruled by ſome ſuperior 
ood ſpuit;and they date not blame or condemne them, left they 
ſhould offend and linne againſt the Spitic : and ſo although a man 
Preach downright-Treaſon, if it be in this place he is priviledved, It 
is known,and, I hope, yet rem:mbred;that after King fames of bleſ. 
ſed memory ans 1584. made many 200d Lawes to curb the Info. 
lency of Miniſters ; did by Statute and At of Parliament declare flis 
Supremacy over Eccleſiaſtical P:rſons and caries; condemn all Jy- 
dicatories 1n\lſe which were not by his own authoricy eſtabliſhed; 
(He meaned the Presbyterial); Thar the Miniſters then did impor- 
rune the King to repeal them: and when that would not doe, did 
they nor fall at laſt into open railing aga nt him in pulpit, as a» exr 
my te Chriſt and hs Kingdemet They diſperſed through the King: 
dome infamous libels againſt his Perſon and Royal Honour : they 
branded him as an Apoſiate from the truth and reviſed him as an of- 
ſpring of che cruel and bloody houſe of G#i/e. T his forced the Kingto 
put out a Declaration axxo 1585.in print yer extantzto vincicatehim- 
ſelf and his Honour from that unchtiflian and more then diſloyal cx 
lumnies. Ar or about the yery ſame time ſome fugitive Miniſters out 
of Scotland, pretending they were perſecutors, did in the Pulpits of 
London) wich their fowle months, raile againft His Majeſty, the wiſel 
and leardneſt of Kings : ſo that the Scottiſh Ambaſſador was forced 


co complain to Qneen Eljzabeh of it ; Her Majeſty gave preſent or- | 
der to the Lo:d Biſhop of Loxden then,to ſilence all the Scottiſh Pre 


-Thers there. 
- NoWthar this Sahhed:im is only competent Jidge in Spiritualiow 
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ind the Councel's authority, although he hath preached Treaſon,ap 
th clearly. 

6; Firlt , if chis had not been an ordinary 'praQice before this 
mewhat neederh the making of thar AR of Parliament, 4- 
#1584. declaring it Treaſon, in all times ro come, to decline the 
woerand Juriſdiction of che King and His Councel ? 2. Secondly, 
us not James Gibſon Miniſter at Pencaitland witneſſed for or againſt 


| tinſelf rather, in this caſe, in Print ? who publiquely in his Preach- 


nos compared His Majeſty unto Jeroboarm, told him 'He ſhould be 
telaſt of His Race, reproached him as a Perſecutor ; and much more 
fthis zealous ſtuffe. Who being convented before the King and 
(ouncel , and accuſed of thoſe pious crimes, he with that boldneſs 
tecometh His Order, juſtified all, ſaying ro his Majelty , As long as 
memintain theſe curſed Afts of 1584. the tyranny of Biſhops, you are a 


Prſecutor. And adas, that as Jeroboam for the leading if the people of 
lirzel froms the Laws of the honſe of Judah, and from the true worſhip of 
Cd, was rooted out, he and all hes poſterity : ſo ſhould the King (if He con- 
tnued in that wicked courſe, maintaining thoſe wicked afts againſt Gd ) be 

mtrd out and conclude the race. Much more to the like purpoſe was 
fidzand, if any look upon the Privy-Councel Books of the Kinsdom 

of Stetland, he will find this atrach. He was convented 27. Decemb. 

am 1585, This man was an Oracle conſulted, and gaye his anſwer in 

(ypinger, Arthington, and Hacket s extraordinary motion, which ſtory 

jou know better then I. | | | 

Mr. Black, Miniſter of St. Andrew's, was convented too before the 

king and Councel abour the ſame time, who appealed from King and 

Councel to the Presbytery or General Aſſembly ; this laſt had ſpoken a- 
jnt both King and __— There was a-great bulineſs for the two 
mens appeals, their Brethren ſided ſo much with them that the King. 
adtoo much to do. Ar laſt out of more then warrantable indulgence 
sMajeſty was content to infiſt no farther againſt them before His 
Wncel, but to remit their cenſure to the General Aſſembly it ſelf - 

Kore which it was cleerly proved, that in Pulpit they had ſpoken 

leproachful and Treaſonable ſpeeches; yet could the King by no 


-[*rercor entreaty obtain of them to inflit any puniſhment upon 


becauſe, ſaid they, T hey knew not with what Spirit they were over- 


[ will hue up this point with one inſtance, more than ſufficient to 
We the truth of what I ſay to appear. Before King Jams came to 
Crown of Eneland, it was ordinary in Scotland to: have a General 
F 3 _Aſemih- 
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Aſſembly once a year, and ofcner pro re n4t4, upon any great Exipan | | 
The laſt which was kept during His Majeſties abode there was 4m 
1603. in the cloſe of which the next enſuing was appointed to he z k 
Aberdeene, An.1603. In the interim the King ſucceedins to Q. Elie | Pe 
beth, and being in England, He was ſo much takenup with the. af 
ofthis Kingdom, that He was neceftuated to lay aſide thoſe concerns ſp 
Scotland ; and for this reaſon His Majeſty thought it fit ro adjournt | 
Afembly (unto which he had a ſp2cial eye, knowing their turbulay| 1k 
diſpolition , and experienced in it whilelt he was preſent amonf fi 
them) to the next Summer in 412 1604, When the time appoingl| 
was come, His Majelties more weighty affairs nor ſuffering Hmy 
think upon the Aſemblics buſineſs, He gave order to Prorogate ityf it 
another and longer day ; which was accordingly done by publik || ; 
Proclamation, authorized by His Honourable Privy-Council of the 
. Kinsdom. Notwithſtanding all which , ſome Thirteen or Founcy 
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” purſue them criminally before the Lord Juſtice-General, and that 
. the At of Parliament mentioned before. Anno 1584. upon 
X i Th Order, the one half confeſſed their fault, and ealily made their 
liz | Peace, and obtained pardon. The Zealots were convicted of Trea- 
fan | fon, 44 T £17 07099 & Exemplun » more then for any other end or re- 
tel] ect : and only baniſhed the Kingdom, Of whom the moſt part there- 
ate | Ger upon their confeſſion and ſubmiſſion were pardoned,came home, 
wer | fyedand enjoyed their own, or at leaſt as good, if not better, Bene- 
| fces. Sir, are theſe things conſiſtent with Monarchy, or the obedi- 
nl | ence is due to Soveraignty and tits Higheſt Courts ? 
nn Soabſolute and uncontrollable is this High Celeſtial Court , that 


tht} nor Body , nor Eftare, can be in Peace; nay no toleration can be 
ne | {lowed where this ſoveratgnty domineereth. And to make this 
7+ | power of the. larger extent, it is certain , their faich and things 


el» | neceſſary to Salvation are of greater latirude then rhat of the Council 


eld of Trent. - = | | a Rt 
68 "TFany doth not, after a little time granted for information, con- 


; ; The Sove- 
tn it commandeth, Conſcience and Soul, diſpoſeth of Body, and ERate ivy Reelg) 


blk} inthepoint of Religion , that if you conform not in all, neither Soul, fiaftical, ry-, 


ranniZeth ge 
ver Conſci-' 
ence, Body, 


and Eſtate, 


18 | form and ſubſcribe to their Confeſſion of Faith,. ( which. is more in 


(Negatives and Deſtructives, then Affirmarives and Politives ) their 
xr} ne of Government, their manner of Worſhip,. and whar elſe intheir 
«it | opinion is necefſary to Salvation, (and in this I am ſure they are more 
Mw morouschen ever God or Catholick Church was, for, if. you diffent 


dal} bitfrom chem ne leone! Tenet, itis Heretie) you are forth- ; 


ty nich excommunicated, and given over to the Devil : after which, upon 
wal teremonftrance of 3 Commillioner from the Presbytery to the Civil 
nl jadge, there isa Warrant from Snpream:- Authority given'out to 
"#3 command you ro Conform ( this is different: from the Writ De ex- 
98h communirat capiendo )- or then within few days to be pyt to the horn 
(itatis our-lawed). Upon diſobedience the render Conſcience not 
ll (forming, the out-lawed's eſtate moveab'e ( Chattels we call it ) 


alk} become proper to the King. God knowerh , lirrle of this benefit 
(0 (Emmeth to the King's Theſaurer : but, a Doxator to the Eftheit,which. 
a} dinarily is the Convicted's mortal Enemy, for a lictle compoſition 


oP! ththeripht made over, and hath rhe benefir of the Bſcheit. Tfwith- 
Ty year and day he give not '6bedience and conformicy* ; his whole 


lt 


 . 


GY ep nues 2nd Rents of immoyeable S00ds are forfeit to the Kiag : 
Agaring his life time:Some Enemy of His, or Favourite -of the The- 


* L ters, obtainerh the King's Right, andthe King harh lit ce gf 


(40) 
thing of it. Hefe you have him ſtript of all his Eſtate moyeable, in, 
moveable. Yer here is not anend : burſtill upon Remonſtrance of 
Presbyteries or Church's Commiſſioner, another Writ goeth out, whit 
they call Letters of Caption,(that is, if miſtake nor, the Tant'amow 
of rhe Writ De Excommunicato capiendo) which is dire&ed to all She. 
riffs, Stuards, Provoſts, Bailies, &c. to ſeize and ſecure his Þe. 
ſon whereſoever it may be apprehended, and to commit him to clyp 
Priſon as a Rebel. If heskulk and hide himſelf, then upon the ſaqs 
Remoniſtrance goeth out a Writ,which there they call Letters of 1 
ter commmuning ( 1 know nothing in the Law like this) the intent is, thy 
none of the Kings Subje&ts commune or conferre with him cor-@6 
perſonally , or by Letter or interpoſed Perſon keep intelligence g 
correſpondence wirh him ; otherwiſe the intercommuner is tohe 

judged and reputed to bea Rebel of the ſame guilrtineſs. You mille 
pleaſed to remember this, when the Church requirerh all theſe oft 
civil Magiſtrate (ſo they are pleaſed to term Soveraignty) he is bow 


to grant them. Now, Sir, I pray you conſider, if this 1s not jin may 

reſpeRs worſe then the Inquiſition, when'an Opinion in a Theolog: 

cal Tenet different from the aſſured Faith of thoſe G amraliels ny 

brins a'man unto all thoſe troubles. Only to make auends forty 

remember, this authoritative way preſerveth a Church from Herely 

Error,Superſtition and Schiſm. 

This Courtis There is another praQtice of the power of this Court, that fortle 

Judg of Trea- sfgry of God, the, honour of King, the good and preſervation 

WS noon Church and Religion, it may aſſume to it ſelf to be Judg of what 
rp" - ap MP Treaſon;whar is not : who are fir Councellors for a King, who not 

worchy Coun- PraQtice is the molt ſure infallible and clear proof and demonſin- 

|cellors for a tion of power. I will give you one inthe caſe of Treaſon , that nat 

| King. dare to ſay it isa Lye, and which can be made good by the authentic 

and publiqueRecords of Parliament and Councel of Scotland ; al 

their own Noble a&ts of general Aſſembly. . —_ 

When King James, about the age of Fofias, (when in holy Writ 


is recorded of himthat he began to ſeek the Lord with all his hea) 
had taken the Government of the Kingdom in his own hand ; and 
Reign and Rule with ſuch Prudence 1ncomparable, admirable; tlit 


none copld juſtly except againſt Him or His Government - yetl 


was the reftleſs ambition of ſome, who could not with patience ® 
dure the truſt of others, eſpecially of that Noble worthy Eſme Dat 
of Lenox, His Majeſties neareſt Kinſman and higheſt Fayourtte, al 
that juſtly for His moſt eminent Noble Endowments ; , i 
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4iſcontented Gentlemen layed down a reſolution to get the King into 
heir hands and power , and to thruſt our that Noble Prince. They 
watched an Opportunity, when the King came to his ſport of hunting 
near tO Saint-Johnſtowne with an ordinary attendance (the Noble Peer 
{ying with orhers at Edenburgh, for the King and Kingdoms bet- 
| tr ſervice ) ſurprized him fearing no ill, ſeized his Perſon, car- 
| ried himalong to the Caſtle of Ruthen, kept him ſo that none could 
Meacceſs to im, till he was forced to command the Duke of Ley- 
wxto Jeparc the Kingdom (which out of zeal and love to the King he 
; | (id, in Winter embarking at Dwxbritton, came to France and dyed 
t | ſhortly after) and to change all his ſervants they diſliked, and to ſur- 
: | round him with themſelves and their own. They kept their Kings in 
e | ctiviry che ſpace of nine mortis, ſuffering none ro come at him, 
+ | bi ſuch as they pleaſed. The wiſe King put a good face upon a fowl 
+ | buſineG6, ſeemed to like well of them and their courſes. Neverthe- 
x | 1 the beſt and moſt knowing of Subje&s grumble exceedingly to 
q | {their Prince ſo abuſed. The Confpirators underſtanding it, did 
j | wiſe upon the belt courſe to ſacisfie the people, and ro bring them 
uy 
ls 
le 


3 © -& 


d approve their way. They wrought with the chief Rulers of the 
Fragogue , and prevailed. At the next general Aſſembly, they 
ein a Remonſtrance to them then litting in Edenlargh, declaring 
tle Extraordinary reaſons that moved them to ſecure H's Majelties Per- 
the | fon in the Caſtle of Ruther : their zeal to the Reformed Religion, 
1 | vaich was in imminent and apparent danger by the praQtices of the 
ts | Duke, who was ſent from France to Scotland of purpoſe to corrupt 
t | Meyoung King : their care to ſecure che King's Royal Perſon, whoin 
tn- | teDuke intended ro conveigh privately to France : their delire to 
none | fee the Subjects from the bloody tyranny and oppreſſion both of 
wick | ir livesand goods by the malirious diſpoſition , and inſatiable a- 
n{ | "tice of thoſe who were about him and over-ruled him ; and a great 

uy more ſpecious pretences, ( which are not much different from 

fit t | Weof this rime ;) upon this Narrative the humble Peririon ro this 
ear) | Merlarive Soveraignty was, that the holy Brother-hood would be 
(4d, ] Jaded to give an approbation to this their Heroick and Chriſtian 
tha and wharſoever was their judgem2ar they would obey it ; with 
{ich | % Proviſo, that it ſhould 'be made known to all good Chriſtians 
ce Mitinthe Realm. The Demand was pious and juſt, tie holy Aﬀſem- 
Dig Þ&cured from erring: and error, and nor encroaching upon any 
, al} "8 meerly civil, but in a caſe of ſo high concerament in dine 
The Cpritualia, as competent. Judges, do taxe the calc into their con- 
«I. | | G {})deration. 
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fderation, and, afrermature deliberation, being afſited with a fr. 
fied infallible dire&ion,give out their verdict, authorize and approye 
all in ſubſtance or circumſtance to be holily andjaſtly with much 244 
and diſcretion done. In all this they exceeded not their power, an; 
that becauſe, What was done, was for the advancement of God's gl 
the hononr and perſonal ſafery of the King, and publique good of the 
Kingdom : That all good People might reſt content and be fully ſai; 
fied, it was further ordained, Thar all Miniſters ſhall upon their re. 
turn to their Pariſhes,'ntimate ſo much to all their flocks; and withy 
exhort all People to eſteem the afors as good Chriſtians and Pri. 
ots,tiat for the cauſes above-mentioned were neceſſitated to take this 
courſe, to preſerve Religon, to re&ifie the Errors of Court, which 
were brought and wrought to that height that both Religion andPs. | 
licy were in the greateſt imaginable danger. ' The Ordinance waz ac- 
cordingly performed, to no ſmall grief of honelt Subjedts and Chr. 
ſtians. Sir, if there were no more inſtances, Whar do you think gf 
thjs? 7 
Iris worth your notice-taking, that this Noble Dake dying i 
Frazce; who, before His coming to Srcot/and, had been bred inÞv- 
pery,became a Proteſtant when He came thirher, and was King 70 
his Convert. While he was a dyins, Romiſh Prieſts were mot ex- 
neſt for accels to reconcile him to thar Church ; bur he, adherinsy 
truth, and proreſtins withall his Promiſe ro his Couſia King Jams 
would admit none, and dyed inthe Communion of the Proteſtait re 
formed Church. ET | 
This high Court, the general Aﬀembly , in ordine- ad ſpiritmu 
challeagerh and praQtiſeta a Soveraign power. above all civilLan 
and Statutes and Acts of Parliament. And that w'ri that powe;, ti 
of it ſelfit may repeal and condemn Randing Laws, and Atts of Parl: 
ament,” which are in-practice, and obſerved within the Kingdom 
To give you a recent example and' inſtance of this; Since tis 
Aſſembly of late in this diſtemper hath recovered it's place adpor 
er, the general Aſſemblies of Glaſcow and Edeaburgh have dani 
Biſhops as Antichriſtian and againſt their Reformation. In 
this. More, they have ſecluded Biſhops or _ any Church-W 
from having any voyce in Parliament, Conventions., or Counct 
Thus by their- own moſt proper Eccleſiaſtical authority they 
made void many As of Parliament there , which before were 
force and pratice. As that in Anno 1584. declaring it Treaſus 1 # 
3n queſtion the power and authority of any of the three Eſtates ( = X 
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. | Biſhops, Lords, and Commons) or any one of them, This att was made 

« | .oalyto preſerverhe priviledges of the Eecleliaiiical eitate inviola- 

| | ble, This is evident by the King's Declaration put forth rhe year fol- 

i; | lowing 1585. Again, they have made yoid another At of Parliament 

| in Amo 1597- Oraaining, Miniſters that (Fonid be provizea vy His Majeſty 

| taPrelacies, to have V tte in Parliament ; as leing the third Eſtate. Ano- 

> | ther in 47191606. | 

. The fame Aſſemblies, did declare the As of rhe Afemblies of 

a | Glaſgon, Perth, &c. null, yoid, and unlawful : which rotwichRand- 

i. | ing were enated as Municipal Laws, obedience conimanded,and pra- 

is | Qiſed in the greateſt part of the Kingdom. How much Kings James 

+ | hisdappy memory is blaſted , by theſe ſupercili'ous new Orders of 

a. | thoſe Aſſemblies, my Pen bluſheth ro expreſs. To 

(- The ſame Afemblies have condemaed the Hish-Commiſſion 

i | Court, declared by AX of Parliament. And this is done upon this 

of | ground (which proveth their Soveraignty in ſpiritaalibus)becauſe it was 
not conſented ro by the Church : Thar is, the vertual Church, che 

in| General Aſſembly. DG 

No When I ccn:ider theſe things, I cannot ſofficiently wonder. how 

m | the High-Courr of Parliament of England,hath ſwallowed and ſworn 

a | tteir Covenant , which in it's rigir ſenſe doth eſtabliſh a Conrt a- 

27 | dove King and Parliament. Judg you, Sir, if this Oath be in J=dicis, 

ml writate, & juſtitia. | TK | 

re If King and Parliament be ſubordinate to this Court in ſpiritaalilzs, All Judicata- | 

or in termporalil 214 in ordine ad Eccleſiaſtica, all the reaſon inthe Worlg ries ate ſub- 

da | will plead, that it is moſt juſt, that all Judicatories whatſoever , even Y4inae to 


| tteSupreameſt from whom lyeth no appeal, ſubmirand ſubje&t them- De Os 
tit | elves to it. | : 


ov 


ili The holy Fathers of this Court have ſhowen their Right -in this 
, | Pointtoo. To confirmthis, fearins I have wearyed you, will bring 
b:tone inſtance, and ſpare ro trouble you with more. _ | 

This Story can be made good by Records, which I am totell you. 
And firſt, give me leave to inform you, Thatche Lords of Seſſion (who 
by Act of Parliament are ſo) areinall Civil cauſes the Supream Ju- 
dcatory of the Kingdom under the King, No Judgment paſſed there 
anbe rectified or reduced by any Judicatory , under the King and 
Par'tament, bur by themſelves, which 1s only by ſ#/pen/ron of Execu- 
tar, of that is judged and decreed, or by ation of Redaition : This is 
7 nothing but Provecatio a Philippo male cdofto, ad Philippum reins edo- 

Um, This thus premiſed, I come home. 


G.2 | Mr. 


* bb- 
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| Mir. John Graham , one' of the Judges of that affociate Body, jy 
commenced an ordinary and proper ſuit before rhe Lords of Seſyy 
obtained Decree and Judgement according to his Libel. Afﬀeer whic, 
a rumour vas noyſed abroad , that the Writs and Evideneess, Upot 
which his ſit and the judgment upon it were founded , were forget 
and falſe. The General Aflembly took notice of this injuſt Decrez 
they to. whom the inſpeRion of Religion and Juſtice belongerh, wi 
who were bound'not to ſuffer ſuch an unjuſt judgement to take place 
and be executed. They ſend for Mr. John Graham, commanding hin 
by their auchority to paſs from-his Decree, to make no uſe of it agg} 
the Party againſt whom-it was obtained, and that becauſe i yy 
purchaſed uponfalſe grounds, and it gave occaſion of great ſcmuy, 
that he being a Judge ſhould make uſe of ſuch writs. His anſwer yy 
If any would challenge his Decree or Judgment upon any jt Sround, 
he might have his recourſe to the oy dinary Judge, and rake it away 
way of reduftion ;- but ſo long as it was not reduced, it concerned hin 
co take the benefit of it. Then ſeeing thatthey could nor prevail 
Admonition, they rhreatned him with Excommunication, if he (i 
not- what they enjoyned. He appeals from. them. to the Z-4 
Seſſion , as the only Competent Judges in ſuch caſes : notw'th(tandin 
they reſolve to proceed againſt. him. The Lords of Sefſion findi 
themſelves intereſled,and the Aſſembly uſurping upon them and ther 
power, in this proceeding againſt one of their own number, who ha 
appealed to them-in a civil cauſe already judged by them ; direſtel 
ſome of their number to the Aﬀembly, and delired them not to 
meddle any more ia that bulineſs,. as. being meerly civil, aud n 
waycs belonging totheir juriſdiction. This produced no otiter efteth, 
bur incenſed the holy Fathers to rail againſt the Judges as wicked and 
corrupt men, -who ſided one with another wherner ir: were right or 
wrong. The bulineſsat laſt came tothis height , thar the Lords.f 
Seffion ( who would not ſuffer them ro encroach upon their Prin 
ledges) by vertue of that Delegate-power and authority they wer 
inveſted with from the King, threatned to our-law them, and to pt 
claim them Rebels to the King, ifthey proceeded any further , ant 
would not-admit of the appeal. The Afﬀembly finding themſelvs 
too weak and notable to make their part good by power ( inmhich 
caſe only they will be Martyrs ) fell trom che purſuit, and all ws 

uieted: - ag : 
, Sir, Ipray you to conſider, In what condition are they that Ine 


ander ſuch a Government that is boundleſs. and univerſal ;, wil 
gn 
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ive Lawes to King, Councell and Parliament ; Repeal theirs at 
leaſures ; reduce and make yoyd Decrees and Indgment 6f Higheſt 
udicatories>&c. What Peace or Tranquillity can there be in ſuch a 
Srae or Kingdom?Give me leaye to tell you a true ſtory, It is known 
2nd lamented by all good men this day, how King Zames His Soul 
wasyexed with them, that many times they have made Him fall our 
in teares, A Noble man) a moſt wiſe man, then Chancellor , ſeeing 
the King extreamly troubled at the miſcarriage of the Miniſterie, 
id ro Him : Str, no man is to be blamed, that you are ſo much 
troubled with the Miniſters , as your ſelf; for when they do any: 
thizz amiſſe, you never ceaſe cill by Your Royal. prudence and au- 
thority you ſet it aright again :: but,would you leave chem co them- 
ſelyes, the yery body ofthe People would riſe up againſt them, and 
tone them our of the Kingdome, His Myelty returned a molt pi. 
ous anſwer, worthy to be wricten in letters of Gold in. Marble, thac 
all Kings may lexrnit: My Lord, ſaith Hz, your advice is ſhrewd 
licy > but your Counſell isnot good piety .. If I had no more to do 
ut to ſerve my felfof themfor a politick end , your advice is good, 
and I know 1c would- prove ſo. Bur God hath appointed me a Nurſe 
ot Father of his Church, ic is my charge from my Lord and Maſter 
to preſerye his Church, and not to ruinate ir. Which if I do, God 
fill ruinace me and my poſterity. | 
King Fames,in the Conference at Hampton Conrehath well obſer. 
ved, that rhis- Ecclefiaſtical Government prepareth way, and uſhe- 
thin a Democratical government, .And herelleth alſo, that in His 
Mother Queen aries abſence, and in his own Minority and non-age, 
t wasmuch thought upon and intended, Their Maxims of Divinity 
led tor ; for they ſay, Reſpablica eft in Eccleſis : The Church and 
er policy are the Houſe, the Civill Government is but the Hang- 
ws, which neceſſarily for decency and good order muſt be made con- 
omable ro the Houſe, Monarchy is enmity againſt the Church, Ca- 
thrived in his book entitled 4ltare Damaſcenumygives you it in down 
Nght termes, Natura infitum eſt omnibus Regibus in Chriflum odium; 
din his Preface or Epiſtle (I have not the book by me) he calls 
K, Hames, Infenfiſſimum & infeſtiſſimum puriorss Religionts hiſtem, And 
t they may now exerciſe all cheir povrer, and bring the Kingdom 


10 a popular State, which was nort-ſo feiſable before, it-1s more then. 


Mobable, and much to be feared, and with great prudence to be pr e- 

ated: becauſe the General Aſembly hath in it now the prime 

Noble men of the Kingdom, Daker , Marqueſles , Earles, Low ys 
| | '% | the.: 


A Holy tt'ck 
Wh eh hich- 
rh all Sediti- 
n and Trea- 
on. 
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the molt aRive and knowing Knights of Counties;and Eſquires, the 


wiſelt Citizens and Corporations, 2nd this in the Capacity of 2, 
ling-Elders., who diſcontented are able here to make a Fattion, cal 


King, Seflion, Councell, or whom they pleaſe before them, becauſe 


ot their ſupreamy univerſal and independent juriſdition. And this 
Judicatorie cannot erre in its determinationz for it is undoubted 
ſecured from error, and aſflifted with infallibility. | 
This divine policy bath another ſacred trick co preſerve its Sow: 
raignty and to continue it, Which 15 this, The General Afembly gr. 
dioartly meets bur once a yezr, jet at the end and cloſe of eyery Ge 
neral Aflembly, there is a choice made of ſome Commiſſioners, ( 
Committee) who are to reſide, or at leaſt npon any neceffary occzh. 
on to begut Edenburgh. Theſe, are the virtual Aſſembly, and thei 
power continueth till the nexr General Aſſembly, They arezin the 
firſt place, tointiniate to the King the defire and demands of the 
Aflembly, and to ſee all due civill Sanftiou and confirmation gium 1 
it : the King, His Councell, His Parliament can change nothine of 
eneir ſacred decrees without their conſent, What eyer new occr- 
rence 1s in Church or State pro re nats » theſe Commiſhoners ar 
ro erve order and to ſee, ne quid detriments Fecleſia capiat. It 
rrve;their orders bind only in the interim berwixt the two Aﬀens 
blies, and the next plenarie Generall Aflembly may derogare, ahn- 
fare, obrogare &'c. Yet give me leave to tell you truth, theſe gret 
Pelegares with their power have ſo much influence upon the net 
General Aflembly, that their Te5&Aiuuanm precognitions and prede- 
rerminations, are formally and Legally enaRted. Nor is this tot 
wondered ar: for the Achitophels and Foabs of Church and Kingdony 
the beſt head- peeces of greatelt depth, Preaching and Ruling Er 
d2rs,are inthis Junto, | 
Here are all diſturbing Sedittons, and treaſonable courſes hatched 
and conceived : whether it be Treaſon again the King , Sedito 
in State or Kingdom, the change of Courr, the removing of Colh- 
ciers from the King z the ſurrounding of him wich others, ec, Tf 
next Aſſemblie ownes all their courſes, decrees them under pretei? 
of Piery, Reformation of abuſes, removing of Malignants from tht 
King and from his Councell, from being Judge. in the ſupreamekt jr 


dicatories of the Kinzdom, &c. By this means, at plezſure, wht | 


and where they will, they procure Parliaments to wo:k for thi 


own private ends. To facilitate the work, order is given to all P# 


byteries, ts command all the Miniſters to preach to their Wy 
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make and keep Faſts, for the danger the Church is in ; that the King 
5s inclinabley nay Iinclining,to Popery; that there are none in truſt or 
power by Him, in Court, Councell, Exchequer or Seffion, but ſuch 
ae Popiſh or Popiſhly afteCted : and ſuch they mult be, if they 
once determine ir, And wofull experience hath confirmed it, that 
worthie, innocentzand deſerving men -have ſuffered, and rhe King 
hath been forced to abandon His belt Seryants, 


This cloſe Committee hath all theſe prerogatives: 1, During che. 


im becwixt rwo Aſſemblies, they have cruſt to ſee har all che 
Orders and Decrees of the grand Confiſtory ſhould be put in execu- 
tion, 2. Next upon any exigent interyening, they have the power, 
by their influence upon all the Presbyteiies in the Kingdom, co make 
them go whicn way they thought fir for rheic own ends,both to make 
the Miniſters preach their ſenſe, and to work with all the peoplz to 
telievezthe poſtures of affairs in Church and State were as they infor- 
med and repreſented them, 3. Thirdly, here were all chings prepared 
for the next great meeting of the General Afſembly, - 

| By theſe means things projected were eftzQed. This way the Queen 
Regent was put from Her Regencie. This way Queen Mary was 
expulſed $cot/axd, This way King fames His captivity at Rather 
ms found to be good ſervice. This way that Noble Duke of Lennox» 
Efme, was made a Papilt, and th: King forced to abandon him, and 
hero depart th2 Kin2dom in Winter being lick, and ſho:tly afrer dy- 
edn France. By this means, if Ibe not deceived, was that infamous 
dy the 17 of December, anuo 1596-(atro fignanda lapilly) renowned 


for a moſt horrid inſurrection in Edenburgh againlt King Fames and 


Hisprime Counſellors.I beg leave to give you a ſhore acconnt of it. 
| King James whilt He was King of Scot/and, by all forraign Kings 
Princes and States, was admired for His extraordinary Royal endow- 


almoſt conſtantly,were with him.. The ſmallneſſe of the parrimony 
dfthat Crown, was not able to maintain that Royal deportment He 
kept. Beſides,being too too Royally liberal and magnificent , His 
Coffers' were empry, andat this time ſcarce was His Majeſty able to 


iintain the neceſſiry charge of His houſe 1n thar meaſure Which was: 


ſuitable ro ſo Royal a King. ' To reRify this, the King with the ad- 


Me ofhis Councell entruſted, with all his Rents , Revenves, and 
Gſnalties , Eight prime mien of. good worthand integricy , Officers 
dfStare, Connſellors and Judges. This was done that all mighr' be. 


Mghtly regulated , and before all rhipgs His Tables ar Courc opt 
| Ke. 


Th: Storie of 
; 19. December | 
ments, Ambaſſadors frommany beyond Seas ar the ſame rime, and 156. 


= 


| 
| 
| 
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like aKiog's, that fortaign Ambaſſadors might nor eſpy any win 
which might derogate from the Honour of King and Kingdome, 


The ordinary Tables of the Court were regulated; the Courtiers gi. 
ly allowance was re-trenched;which they could not away with, They 


and other diſcontented perſons did reproachfully call theſe inen, Th, 


Oftavians, They who grumbled ar this , and would rishr thetnſelyes, 
ro gain their intendment hit upon the ordinary and (felt way; tha 
was,to begin with che Church, They inform, The forraien Amba(- 


ſadors did work upon the King to turn Papilt : ir was like they would 
prevail; for theſe Ofavians Were all {uch in their hearts, and difſew- 
bled only in profetling co keep a communion wich the Protefiar 
Church ; if thoſe were not removed from the King, and good man 
pur about him, Religion, Kingdom, and all were undone. When 
this had beenoften informed and ſnggelted, eatly inthe morning on 
the 17 of December, three of the King's Domeſtick Servants cameto 
Mr. Walter Balcanqual's houſe; The Miniſtry of Edenburgh, ad 
others Commiſſioners of the general Aſſembly, with ſome of the 
be(t Chriſtians of Edenbargh are ſent for, they meet there, The 
Kings Se: vants inform thar all was undone, if they did not in time 
and ſpeedily prevent ; for the Marqueſs of Haxtlie , (this was ihe 
late Marqueſs who came occahonally the night before co Court; and 
ic 1s tive he was Popiſh, but God knowes he was free of what he 
was charged with) ſay they, was withthe' King till twelye a clock 
at night in his Bed-chamber yeſter-night , ir is reſolved vpon to re- 
erect Popery ; and ſo,many of your belt Citizens and Chriſtians ate 
ro be ſeized upon ; ſorne to be ſent to Blackneſs, ſome to Inner 
ſome to Danbritten, &C, The caſe was apprehended in thar zeal which 
became the cauſe. The reſolution taken, was, that Mr. Walter Bal: 
canqual being to preach thar yery day in the Chancell of Saint Giles 
Church, which they call the lircle Church, after Sermon and Prayet 
done, be ſhould defire all good brechren and Chriſtians to meet in» 
mediately forthwith there for tony of Church and Religion.No- 
blemen, Gentlemen, Preachers, Burgeſſes, all who affe&ed the good 
cauſe did meer, Mr. Robert Bryce was appointed by common conledt 
Moderator, It is laid open in what caſe Church and Religion, State 
and Kingdome are: the. urgent inſtanr necsflity is made co appeal 
The reſulr of the determination was, rhat preſencly they go to Atm; 
and by holy force, to pull from the King's fide choſe Popiſh Oftaw 
ans: ThataLetter be written to John Lord Marqueſſe of Hamilta 


ro come to Edenburgh, tO be Captain of the Congregation ; and 101t | 


ou 
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id the King had made defeRion from the true Religion, He being 
the neareſt of rhe blood ſhould come aid rake rhe Government up= 
an him, I know che Jult Copy ot this Letter is excant_ to . this day, 
They runne £0 Armes, the word is, The Sword of the Lord and Gideoy, 
The g00d King Was 1n the place of Juitice ; che pine of the Oftavie 
armich him ; hearing ſomething of the nyproar and rumult:, by a 
ſecret paſſage, be and ſome other goe up ro the Exchequei houſe o- 
verhead, A great Lord was head of the Congregation, he and ſome 
athers came Commitllioners to the King, were adinicted , demanded 
thoſe Ofavians to Juſtice. The King ask:d.this Lord, How dutlt he 
ziinkt His authority, His Lawes, His. Proclamation, keep uoliwfull 
meetings at Edexb#rgh(forthe King betoce had diſcharged the meet- 
Ing of thoſe Commulſlioners of Aſſemblie,or any other. meeting what- 
ſoexer without his Royal warrant. ) The Lord, with courage in zeal 
t04g00d cauſe, told the King thar he ſhould ſee ere long) they durſt 
'<&-more. The Lord, or ſome other, raketh hold of one of the 04a® 
view Gowne, who was Peſident of Seſſion;bur he pulleth his Gown 
oit of his hand, and conyeyerh himſelf down to the houſe where the 
Lords did fit in judgment. In finz, the King and Lords were forced , 
 toſhun the danger of this cumulcuary inturretion, to cloſe up the 
dors;and ſome to ltand with theic iwords drawn if any ſhovld offer 
nolence to break up the doors. Some 200d Subjects eſpecially Alex* 
ander Home of Northborvick foi the time Provoſt of Edenbargh, and 
Iiger Mackmath(whom King James ordinarily called his Bailie )wich 
others well diſpoſed and Loyally afteKed SubjeRs, and namely the 
Hammer-men riſe up in Armes for the King, who partly by ſmooth 
Fords, and partly by ch:eats, huſht and honſed the FaRious and Se- 
Aitious, The King came out of the place of Judicatorie, and on foot, | 
| Rtended with many Nobles, Gentlemen, and other good. Subjects , 
Ge to His Palace at Halyraude-Houſezin peace ; where immediately 
the afte:noon, he convened his Privy-Councell, and by his Wiſ- 
Gme and Authoricy ſo repreſled +nd puniſhed that inſolencie, rhat 
Althecime ofhis Reigne, the like Batbarons tre: cherous courſe was 
er artempred, I hope you are the more apt to believe this, when 
'Jremember, What a Petition or Declaration' was preſented to 
Queen Elizabeth at Greenwich ann 1 «$2, to remove from ' her Ser- 
| 'N and Trutt ſuch as they know were nor well affeRed ro the Reli- 


$2andChurch, © RE gl {TEE 
*tr, Icould make ic appear howall Sedicions almoſt and 2ebelli- 
Wn that Kingdom, haye been ſet afoot or fornemed by this Go- 

H ' _ vernment 
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_ - vernment Presbyterian : How neighbourly-Fendes haye beeneoce, 
- ſed and entertained: How Moneys collected for the relief and 
port of Geneva). wete by the chief Gamaliels and Presbyters inter. 
red, employed to raiſe and pay Souldiers ro ayde and affift the Eat 
_ of Bothwel and his complices in Rebellion againſt the King, I ſeg; 
have wearied you al:eady; the SubjeR 1s everlaſting, and I am Mexy 
of 1t, G | 

If I ſhould give account of the late praQtiſes and tenets of this [y 
Covenant; it were poſlible to let you ſee that ic hath farre exceegy 
_ all the miſchief ever their forefathers did, although they tread int 
 famefootfieps, The reaſon why I have ſpared ir,is not I feared ir, | 
- hope to diſcover it ſometime to the World by anatomiſing it full 
Next, I hope, you have eſpyed the Noble paſlages of it; andare(. 
ficiently contirmed, that nothing can be more defiiuRive of Many 
chie, andthe peace of any government.. To ſhut vp all, give meluy 
-.inthe cloſe; to give the Articles of their Apoltaticall Creedinconly | 
- ent with Monarchie, which they hold as the twelve Articles of th 
 Apoſtolicall Symbol, I will couch only the prime of thoſe;forthy 
, ther Articles, they are ſo many and of {o vaſt anextent abounduyh 
Negatives, that as King Fames ſaith well,He that would keeptheny 
not able to keep them in his Brain, but muſt keep them in a Til 

--Booke. ed, | 
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The Articles of the Dogmatical Presbyterian Faithyincr 
ſiſtent with Monarchie. 


Ui A ' SThave ſaid before ; They preach and maintain that the 
bl Their Dogma- _ Church is the houſe of God, the ciyill Policy.and Gojen 
| ticall Creed, . ment are.only the hangings. TT 
_ 2, Nextthey beleeve, All Minifters are pxys; conſortio honors & fr 
- teſtatts preditizthat'there muſt be a parity in the Church, Joyne hel 
rwo together, and you have a fair way for Democracie. 2] 
\ 3. They vindicate to themſelves and their Confiſtory,a ſoverag 
complete, univerſal, independent power in all. thipgs ſpiricual cal 
. Concern Salyation,they have not only the direRive-power but thelt 
- giſlativealſo; andall temporal things in order ro Salyation and Rt 
- Hgion come within the verge of their Scepter. AH ſoveraign Poke, 
(whereſoever you fixe jt, whether in ove3as ina Monazchie; ON 
- few, 24,1h an Ariſtocracie ;/ or ith maxy, Or ail, by viciſſirudinarietu) 


have only the Executive power to.do.as they command,and.isbow 
k | - 


_ (x2) 


40 preſerve by it's Power, Lawes and Armes, their ſacred and celefti- 
al Priviledges and Soveraignty, 


 ' 4 Whatſoeyer Lawes civilly exated by Kings or Parliament they 


conceive to be againſt the Lawes of the Kingdom of Chrili, by their 
native proper intrinſecal right immediately derived from Chrilt,chey 
may. repeal and make yoyd, diſchirge the Subject to obey them. They 
may decree nor only difterent Lawes of their own from the (tanding 
Lawes of che Kingdome, but contrary, contradictory and deſirutive 
of them. And haye withall ſo much coaQtive power, that if obedience 
be denyed to the Lawes of this Soveraignty , they can deftroy the 
Souls of the SubjeRs, by delivering chem over to Satay. : 

5+ No Miniſter preaching in Pulpir, Seditton or Treaſon, or railing 
at King, Councell, the prime Judges, is accountable, or puniſhable 
by Kipg, Parliament, Councell , or any Judicatory whatſoever; But 
from all-he may appeal to the Saybedrim and Cenſfiſtorie as the ſole and 
proper compecent Judge. FE | 
- 6, Whar Corroboration or civil Confirmation or Sanction. they 
dmandof the Kingy which he is able to do-civilly.(for.they will-give 
him go formall intereſt in any facred or religious thing) He.is bound 
t0Grant it , andro obey them as Chiit's immediate Vice-gerents, 
otherwiſe they may Excommunicate him, 

. 7, Reformation and preſeryation of Religion ,' eſpecially to pre- 
{nbeche'way and Orders for Reformation 1s ſolely theirs. 

8, The Kipp is. bound co put cheir Ocders-in Execution ; but ifnei- 
ther He, nor His Councell, nor His Patliamenc will do it, the Interior 
Judpes, the Nobles, the Commons, nay every individual man- to his 
moſt power, at their dicetion, are botind ro do it. _ © 
- $;That they. may without warrantof ſupreame Authoricy Aflemble 
Were and when: they will, for God and Chriſt's cauſe and for theLi- 
berty and Peace of Subject and Kjngdome 3n ordize ad ſpiritualia; and 
there they may Coyenant together, {wearezand ſubſcribe for the glo- 
[5 of God,the adyancement of Religionzand conſpire and combine in 
«mutual defence one of another in this holy Cauſe and League, 
10, They reach and mainaih, thatall Soyeraigoty arid Majeſty in 
tKing is originally, immediately, and ' properly! derived: from rhe 
Communiryzand that only by way of a fiduciary trult;ſo that it 15 hab1- 
wally and radically ill in the people, and the King hath no greater 
Pttion or .proportion.thanHe hath by che firſt popular fundamencal 
Conſtitution. And in caſe of deficiencyzthe colleQive body may ſup- 


dy inChurch or State the defeRts of His Government, Formale.ad- 


\ miniſtration 


(52) 
miniiration the King is cenſutable ;For enortnous errors, He is: ds. 
poſable, and chey may difinhetic His Poſtetity, oo 
£1, Thar'a defenſive Warre is lawful 2gainlta bad King; or a weak 
King ſeduced by Malignant Councell. -' G2 FE 
' -T2, They may oppoſe aad refit all His Officers and -Commilſſis. 
mers by force and violence, if they come to execute His illegal com. 
mands. And if He will be ſo obſtinate that He will come 1n-Armes 
againſt theſe good Chriliians, they refit nor His Authority, -bur Hig 
i{l: nor His Office, bat His' Perſon, 2 
Beſidesztheir practice, upon theſe grounds, is to bring all caſetall 
cauſes, under their.cognicion and Judgment: . fab formalitate ſcandal; 
by which the King is robbed of His Sacred Prerogative:; The: Judees 
of their authoricy ; andall SubjeRs of their Right and Quier, The 
reſt of their Excrayagant Maxims, inconfifttem with Monarchy and 
the peace of Government;are reduceable to thefe heads, Mote then 
this you defired not, OO CLLS Fo 
Sir, being infinitely obliged ro you, and honouring you muchfor 
your worth and Excellent parrs, curſorily and haſtily, I have witten 
this anſwer to you, Not intending thereby to- reproach any petlon 
particularly what ſoever, but co lay open co the World how dange- 
rous a Government thisis,nor only for Monarchy, but for all Gorts 
ments whatſoever: and that our eyes being apened we may Cchuſer- 
ther to endure any tormenc remporaryzthen to enter into this treacke 
rous .nddamattle-Comns, defimdive of Religien, King; Church 
Peace of all, and the Liberty of the Subje&t. To ſwear ro' theſe thing 
as eſtabliſhed de (ure divinozand to pur on poor peopleto AR Treaſob 
and Rebellion,making them believe they are Confeflors-and Marty. 
If this give you any ſatisfaRtionyT have whar I'defire ; jf you doubt 
che- cruth of ING ©5008 Tarmable ro! make all here good) 
faichfal andaurhenrick Records, or Teflimony of ſuch as are wortif 
of traſt, I pray you keep it for your own uſe only » for 1 ſhould 
loath any bur a Friend fee it, it is ſo radely-done, but, 1 dare ſay, fl 
and fairhfully,:: . EY 3 (5... 6 1 !, 


- 


 Godfſave his Churchfrom this 'Sc6urge,” and give us Peace w! 
Truthwhich ſhall berkedaily prayerof — 


PU oe Tour poor Friend andbli- 
Si fs ged Servant: Ee 


Ls 


PESSEGPGEOGE OGG LG SPOOL 


Imprimatur, 


A Geo.Stradling.S.7.P.Rev, 
Feb. 16, 7662. in Chriſto Pat, D. Gilb, 
Epiſc. Lond. 2 Sac, Domeſs, 


PPEEPPESEE: EE: EPEESPEEPEE 


